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Matthew 5:1-12 
 
All Saints celebrates the 
baptized people of God, 
living and dead, who are the 
body of Christ. As November 
heralds the dying of the 
landscape in many northern 
regions, the readings and 
liturgy call us to remember 

all who have died in Christ and whose baptism is complete. At 
the Lord's table we gather with the faithful of every time and 
place, trusting that the promises of God will be fulfilled and 
that all tears will be wiped away in the new Jerusalem. In the 
beatitudes, Jesus provides a unique description of those who 
are blessed with God's favor. His teaching is surprising and 
shocking to those who seek wealth, fame, and control over 
others. 
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Matthew 25:14-30 
 
Jesus tells a parable about his 
second coming, indicating that 
it is not sufficient merely to 
maintain things as they are. 
Those who await his return 
should make good use of the 
gifts that God has provided 
them. 
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Matthew 25:31-46 
 
Jesus compares himself to a 
king who moves among his 
subjects to see how he is 
treated: what is done for the 
least of those who belong to his 
family is truly done for him. 
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Mark 13:24–37�
 
In today's reading, Jesus en-
courages his followers to look 
forward to the day when he 
returns in power and glory to 
end all suffering. 
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Sunday, November 20, 2011 
7:00 PM 

First Congregational Church of Twinsburg 
United Church of Christ  

9050 Church Street, Twinsburg 
All Welcome! 
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Saturday, October 29, 2011 

5:30 pm Worship 
6:30 German Dinner and 

A Visit with Katie and Martin Luther 
 

Drag out your favorite German 
recipes and bring a German dish 

to share.   
A sign-up sheet will be posted.  

 
We will go back over 500 years and sit in on a 
conversation with Katie and Martin Luther as 

they open their home to us.  
 

There will be a special children’s program.�
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“...since all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God; they are now justified by His grace 
as a gift, through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus, whom God put forward as a sacrifice 
of atonement by His blood, effective through faith.”    - Romans 3:23-26 
 

We, as Christians, today walk by faith.  People are not perfect, but we move forward with boldness 
since we are sure that God forgives us our sins.  This was not always true for our ancestors. 
 
For many centuries after the death of Christ, Christians were led to believe that forgiveness and 
deliverance from sin was a result of what they did.  The people were confused and thought they could 
buy God’s love with money or by being good. They were instructed by the Church to buy indulgences 
or pardons from the Church for sins committed, thus assuring themselves and their loved ones a 
place in heaven.   
 
Martin Luther changed all that. For years Martin Luther, a relatively unknown monk, could not 
reconcile the difference between what the Church taught and what he read in the Scriptures. On 
October 31, 1517,  494 year ago this year, he nailed 95 concerns or theses about the Church’s 
teaching on purgatory, indulgences and other such ideas on the door of the Castle Church in 
Wittenberg.  Since there were no TVs, radios, cell phones, computers or newspapers in Martin’s day, 
this was the acceptable way to get information to the people.  
 
Still, soon all of Europe was talking about Luther’s 95 Theses.  Many people began to question the 
Church and many of its teachings. Martin Luther was hoping his ideas would reform the Church to the 
beliefs of the early church following the time of Jesus.  His ideas were radical and the Catholic Church 
excommunicated him, or threw him out of church membership.  Many who accepted his reforms 
formed a new church that became known as the Lutheran Church.   
 
We owe Martin Luther much for his scholarly search of the Scripture, translation of the Bible into the 
language of the people, and more.  But the greatest gift was to find in the Scriptures the answer to his 
questions: “What must I do to win God’s forgiveness for my sins?”  The Bible showed him that God 
had already done it all by sending Christ who paid the penalty for sin and whose resurrection we 
would all share by our faith in Him.  That is the Good News of the Gospel - the central message of the 
church as great today as it was 494 years ago in Luther’s time, or in Jesus’ own time.  
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For by grace you have been saved through faith.  
And this is not your own doing; it is the gift of God, 
not a result of works, so that no one may boast. 
      -  Ephesians 2: 8-9 
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AWe will work with each other, we will work side by side  
We will work with each other, we will work side by side  

And we'll guard each one's dignity and save each one's pride  
And they'll know we are Christians by our love, by our love  

They will know we are Christians by our love.B�
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Saturday, November 12th 

at CTK at �6:30 p.m . 
 

$5 for adults (presale) OR $6 at the door 

 $2.50 ages 2-12 (presale) or $3 at the door 
May be purchased the next                 

several weeks before & after worship.    

 
 Pound Auction to follow the 

Pasta Dinner 
Bring a “wrapped pound”  item  

(new or old)  
Be creative, try to trick our bidders. 

Let the fun begin! 
Proceeds to benefit National Youth Gathering Team               

Questions - contact: Lori Harrison,�330-425-9434     
OR  Denise Tiearney, 330-626-4131�
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Ongoing Christian Education  
Service Project  

The Christian Education Ministry is  
collecting money to be sent through the  

Northeast Ohio Synod to  
Christ Lutheran Church, Minot ND 

 

Christ Lutheran was 
destroyed in the June 

2011 North Dakota flood.  
To rebuild, they need our 
help.  Please take time to 
read their story and look 
at the display of pictures 

in the Narthex. 
 

There are collection boxes in all the classrooms, or 
put donations in an envelope, designating Christ 

Lutheran Church on it. 
 

It is already cold in North Dakota.   
They need our help now!  
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