
Summary of Virtual CTK Church Council Meeting March 17, 2020 
 
Members in Attendance: Pastor Matthew, Mike Coss, Dave Schiopota, Karen Reid, 
Paul Bucholtz, Deacon Patti 
Members not in attendance: Sally Morris and Bob Coleman 
 
It has been discussed and decided by consent of Council, the following issues. 
 
As per Synod recommendation, CTK Church will temporarily discontinue all worship 
services, ministry meetings, bible studies, and all activity which involves members 
interacting in groups which could lead to the transmission of the Coronavirus, COVID 
19. This will remain in effect until Synod and The state of Ohio health officials deem it 
safe for group activities to resume.  
 
Pastor Matthew, the CTK staff, and Council will work to put together a virtual worship 
schedule and programs to see us through this difficult time. 
 
Church members may still use the Sanctuary for individual prayer and worship during 
normal church business hours when CTK staff (Wendy, Pastor Matthew, and Deacon 
Patti) are in the building. Please call ahead to let our Staff know you will be coming. 
Even if you have a key, please let the Staff know you are coming. 
 
All outside groups using CTK have been asked to temporarily discontinue meeting here 
for the duration of the crisis. 
 
The lone exception is the group "Birds of a Feather" who meet weekly in the Fellowship 
Hall Thursday evenings. Their activities will be restricted to meeting only, no food or 
beverages, and they can only use the Fellowship Hall and restrooms closest to the 
Fellowship Hall. A member of CTK will be responsible for opening and closing the 
church for this group. Paul Bucholtz has volunteered to come in on Friday to clean and 
sanitize the areas the group has used. Should the Synod or State of Ohio issue new 
guide lines restricting group size we will have to revisit this issue.  
 
CTK will hold the Community Dinner on Sunday March 29th as scheduled but on a very 
limited basis. It has been decided that the meal will be "drive through/take out only". 
Meal will be Sandwich, chips, and a cookie in a bag. The recipients will remain in their 
vehicle and a CTK member, Paul Bucholtz, will bring the meals to the vehicle. Paul will 
wear appropriate health protective mask and gloves at all times. A very limited number 
of volunteers might be needed to help in preparing the meals. More information as the 
date gets closer or call Paul Bucholtz or Mary Ellen Robinette. 
 
Finance has informed us that because of up front annual giving we have a surplus to 
date of approximately $10k toward operating expenses. The "Helping Hands Fund" also 
has approximately $1k, and Endowment has approximately $2k-$3k to add to "Helping 
Hands" if needed. We hope and encourage members to continue to give toward their 
pledge for the year if at all possible. 



 
Council members are encouraged to stay in contact with the members on their list so 
everyone feels loved and included. We are hoping this will help us find needs that might 
go unmet otherwise. 
 
This is a time of heightened anxiety for all of us. The best cure for anxiety is knowledge. 
Learn about Coronavirus/COVID 19. Know the symptoms.  Know if you are at a higher 
risk. Know how it is transmitted. Know where to go for treatment. Know more than you 
know now! Listen to Health Care Professionals. Avoid Social Media. Know the facts. 
 
Thank you Dave for guiding us through this meeting. Thank you Pastor Matthew, 
Deacon Patti, and Wendy for all of your continued hard work and faith amid the chaos. 
Thank you Paul for so much cleaning in the church, and for taking charge of the 
upcoming Community Meal. Thank you to Council members for your commitment to 
your church and CTK members.  
 
Thanks to God and our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ! God in Heaven will bring us 
through this test of our faith. We need to keep our faces turned to The Lord, our Tower 
of Strength, in the days and weeks to come. His promises will be fulfilled, his will will be 
done. 
 
Bless all of you, 
 
Mike 
 


