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This is the night of salvation! At the Vigil of Easter, we gather around fire, word, water, 
bread, and wine, proclaiming through story and song that ours is a God who continuously 
brings life out of death. On this night we experience again the heart of God’s baptismal 
promise and the center of our faith: we are claimed and cleansed, renewed in the death 
and resurrection of Christ. We gather with all the saints of every time and place to 
celebrate the good news: Christ is risen indeed! Alleluia! 

 
Service of Light 

 

 

WE NEED OUR STONE ROLLED AWAY 
 
Pastor: God of life, 
People:  We confess the despair of our own Good Fridays and pray that you will roll 

our stone away. On this Easter, break through the barriers of our sin and 
shame and bring your resurrection presence to our troubled hearts. We need 
your promise of new life and the hope of conquered death. Help us to see the 
open doorway to the good news of our own resurrection. 

 
GREETING 
 
The presiding minister and the assembly greet each other. 
 
Pastor: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the 

Holy Spirit be with you all. 
People: And also with you. 
 
The presiding minister may introduce and welcome the assembly to the vigil, using these or 
similar words. 
 
Pastor: Sisters and brothers in Christ, on this most holy night when our Savior Jesus Christ 

passed from death to life, we gather with the church throughout the world in vigil and 
prayer. This is the passover of Jesus Christ. Through light and the word, through water 
and oil, bread and wine, we proclaim Christ's death and resurrection, share Christ's 
triumph over sin and death, and await Christ's coming again in glory. 

  
Let us pray. Eternal God, in Jesus Christ you have given the light of life to all the world. 

     Bless this new fire, and increase in us a desire to shine forth with the brightness of 
Christ's rising, until we feast at the banquet of eternal light; through the Sun of 
righteousness, Jesus Christ our Lord. 

People: Amen. 
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The presiding minister may trace the inscription on the paschal candle, which is held by an 
assisting minister. 
 

Pastor: Christ, yesterday and today,     + 

the beginning    

and the ending.   
To Christ belongs all time  
and all the ages;  
to Christ belongs glory and dominion  
now and forever.    

People: Amen. 
 

THE SERVICE OF LIGHT The pastor processes the paschal candle in darkness to the 
baptismal font. The lit paschal candle symbolizes the resurrection of Christ, God’s light in 
the darkness. This candle will burn from Easter until Ascension Day, symbolizing the 40 
days of Christ’s glorified presence on earth. 
 

Leader: In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God and the Word was 
God. 

People: He was with God in the beginning. 
 

Leader: Through him all things were made; without him nothing was made that has been 
made. 

People: In him was life, and that life was the light of all people. 
 

Leader: The light shines in the darkness, but the darkness has not understood it. 
People: The true light that gives light to everyone was coming into the world. 
 

Leader: He was in the world, and though the world was made through him, the world did 
not recognize him. 

People: He came to that which was his own, but his own did not receive him. 
 

Leader: The Word became flesh and lived for a while among us. 
People: We have seen his glory, the glory of the one and only Son, who came from 

the Father, full of grace and truth. 
 

Leader: This is the light of Christ! 
People: Thanks be to God! 

                                                    
Service of Holy Communion 

 
SONG OF PRAISE                “Alleluia, Alleluia, Give Thanks”                          WOV #671 
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PRAYER  
Pastor: Eternal Giver of life and light, this holy night shines with the radiance of the risen 

Christ.  Renew your church with the Spirit given us in baptism, that we may worship 
you in sincerity and truth and may shine as a light in the world, through your Son 
Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, 
now and forever.  

People: Amen 
 
EPISTLE LESSON   Romans 6:3-11 
3Do you not know that all of us who have been baptized into Christ Jesus were baptized 
into his death?  4Therefore we have been buried with him by baptism into death, so that, 
just as Christ was raised from the dead by the glory of the Father, so we too might walk in 
newness of life. 
  5For if we have been united with him in a death like his, we will certainly be united with 
him in a resurrection like his.  6We know that our old self was crucified with him so that the 
body of sin might be destroyed, and we might no longer be enslaved to sin.  7For whoever 
has died is freed from sin.  8But if we have died with Christ, we believe that we will also live 
with him.  9We know that Christ, being raised from the dead, will never die again; death no 
longer has dominion over him.  10The death he died, he died to sin, once for all; but the life 
he lives, he lives to God.  11So you also must consider yourselves dead to sin and alive to 
God in Christ Jesus. 
 
GOSPEL VERSE 
Pastor:  The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the 20th chapter. 
People:  Glory to you, O Lord. 
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GOSPEL PRESENTATION   John 20:1-18  
Early on the first day of the week, while it was still dark, Mary Magdalene came to the tomb 
and saw that the stone had been removed from the tomb.  2So she ran and went to Simon 
Peter and the other disciple, the one whom Jesus loved, and said to them, "They have 
taken the Lord out of the tomb, and we do not know where they have laid him."  3Then 
Peter and the other disciple set out and went toward the tomb.  4The two were running 
together, but the other disciple outran Peter and reached the tomb first.  5He bent down to 
look in and saw the linen wrappings lying there, but he did not go in.  6Then Simon Peter 
came, following him, and went into the tomb. He saw the linen wrappings lying there,  7and 
the cloth that had been on Jesus' head, not lying with the linen wrappings but rolled up in a 
place by itself.  8Then the other disciple, who reached the tomb first, also went in, and he 
saw and believed;  9for as yet they did not understand the scripture, that he must rise from 
the dead.  10Then the disciples returned to their homes. 
  11But Mary stood weeping outside the tomb. As she wept, she bent over to look into the 
tomb;  12and she saw two angels in white, sitting where the body of Jesus had been lying, 
one at the head and the other at the feet.  13They said to her, "Woman, why are you 
weeping?" She said to them, "They have taken away my Lord, and I do not know where 
they have laid him."  14When she had said this, she turned around and saw Jesus standing 
there, but she did not know that it was Jesus.  15Jesus said to her, "Woman, why are you 
weeping? Whom are you looking for?" Supposing him to be the gardener, she said to him, 
"Sir, if you have carried him away, tell me where you have laid him, and I will take him 
away."  16Jesus said to her, "Mary!" She turned and said to him in Hebrew, "Rabbouni!" 
(which means Teacher).  17Jesus said to her, "Do not hold on to me, because I have not yet 
ascended to the Father. But go to my brothers and say to them, 'I am ascending to my 
Father and your Father, to my God and your God.'"  18Mary Magdalene went and 
announced to the disciples, "I have seen the Lord"; and she told them that he had said 
these things to her. 
 
Pastor:  The gospel of the Lord. 
People:  Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
SERMON        “”               Rev. Matthew Groenke 
 

HYMN OF THE DAY “Jesus Christ Is Risen Today!” ELW # 365 
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THE NICENE CREED  
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, 
 maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen. 
 
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, 
 eternally begotten of the Father,  
 God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, 
 begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father; 
 through him all things were made. 
  
For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven, 
  was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary 
  and became truly human. 
  For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
  he suffered death and was buried. 
  On the third day he rose again 
  in accordance with the scriptures; 
  he ascended into heaven 
  and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
 He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 
  and his kingdom will have no end. 
 
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 
 who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
 who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, 
 who has spoken through the prophets. 
 We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. 
 We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
 We look for the resurrection of the dead, 
  and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
 
SPECIAL MUSIC            
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PRAYERS   
Leader: Turning our hearts to God who is gracious and merciful, we pray for the church, the 

world, and all who are in need. 
A brief silence. 
 
Leader: God of resurrection, this is the night when your holy church gathers around fire and 

water, bread and wine, story and celebration. Make us eager to go into all the world 
with the news that Christ is alive and death is conquered. Hear us, O God. 

 People: Your mercy is great. 
 
Leader: God of resurrection, in the beginning you created all things and declared them 

good. Where floods and fires threaten to overwhelm and destroy, speak peace 
against the chaos. Set rainbows in the skies as signs of your faithfulness. Shine your 
glory through each twinkling star. Hear us, O God. 

People: Your mercy is great. 
 
Leader: God of resurrection, you are deliverance for people enslaved by conflict, 

corruption, and inequality. Grant wisdom to governments and world leaders. Lead 
them in the way of righteousness and along paths of justice. Hear us, O God. 

People: Your mercy is great. 
 
Leader: God of resurrection, hold vigil with all who watch and wait this night: those sitting 

beside dying loved ones, those working the night shift at hospitals and care centers, 
emergency first responders, those awaiting test results or diagnoses, those who are 
in labor, and those who long for healing. Hear us, O God. 

People: Your mercy is great. 
 
Leader: God of resurrection, stir up the waters of salvation and bring renewed life to all who 

receive or affirm the gift of baptism this night. Claim us as your beloved children, 
clothe us in the garments of salvation, and raise us from death to life. Hear us, O 
God. 

People: Your mercy is great. 
 
Leader: God of resurrection, bless the memory of all the faithful witnesses who boldly 

proclaimed, “We have seen the Lord!” Give us confidence that because Christ has 
been raised, we too will be raised to new life. Hear us, O God. 

People: Your mercy is great. 
 
Pastor: According to your steadfast love, O God, hear these and all our prayers as we 

commend them to you; through Christ our Lord. 
People: Amen. 
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WE SEE THE OPEN TOMB 

Pastor: Easter brings the best news of all…Jesus lives! Jesus died a cruel death on the 
cross. His body was placed in a borrowed tomb, and after three days the stone was 
rolled away! The tomb is open! Death is defeated! Jesus is alive! Praise God for the 
good news of Easter! 

 
THE FEAST OF VICTORY 
Pastor: God declares that we are Easter people! 
People: We are here because Jesus is the good news for all people. 
 
Pastor: Jesus Christ took the bad news of our sin and changed everything by dying and 

rising for us. 
People: Now we are a part of that new people in Christ and come here to celebrate 

his resurrection presence among us. 
 
Leader: God of life, we thank you for your perfect plan to save all humankind from death 

and sin. We praise you for the saving action of Jesus Christ and his gift of 
forgiveness. 

Pastor: In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for 
you.  Do this for the remembrance of me.  Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave 
thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.  Do this for the 
remembrance of me.  

 
LORD’S PRAYER 
People: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy 

will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and 
forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; and 
lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.  Amen. 

 
COMMUNION DISTRIBUTION We invite all who have been Baptized and believe in the 
real and forgiving presence of Jesus Christ in this Holy Sacrament to join us in receiving 
this holy meal of forgiveness and grace. To receive communion today, please come up the 
center aisle. The pastor will hand you a piece of bread to intinct (dip) into either the red 
wine or white grape juice chalices. Please notify the pastor if you require a gluten-free 
wafer.  Return to your seat using the side aisle. 
 
COMMUNION HYMN       “Hallelujah! We Sing Your Praises” WOV #722  
 
POST COMMUNION BLESSING   
Pastor: The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in His                        
   grace. 
People: Amen. 
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PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING   
Leader: Life-giving God, in the mystery of Christ’s resurrection you send light to conquer 

darkness, water to give new life, and the bread of heaven to nourish your people. 
Send us forth as witnesses to Jesus’ resurrection that we may show your glory to all 
the world; through the same Jesus Christ, our risen Lord. 

People:  Amen. 
 
HYMN “Now All the Vault of Heaven Resounds” ELW #367 
 
BENEDICTION   
Pastor: May God who has brought us from death to life fill you with great joy. Almighty God, 

Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and forever. 

People:  Amen. 
 
DISMISSAL 
Pastor:   What is our mission?  
People:  To Shine the Light of Jesus, reflect his unconditional love, and mirror his 

kindness to all people.  AMEN! 
  
Pastor:   Alleluia! Christ is risen. 
People:  Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia! 
 
Leader:  Go in peace. Share the good news. Alleluia! 
People:  Thanks be to God. Alleluia! 
 
POSTLUDE 
 
CCLI License 676574 
Reprinted from Words for Worship, copyright ©2020 Augsburg Fortress.  Used by permission of Augsburg Fortress. 

 

 
Easter Vigil Saturday April 11th, 8:00 PM (No 5:30 PM worship.) 
A culmination of the solemnity of Good Friday and a celebration of the 
resurrection that begins outside around a new fire. 

 
Easter Sunday, April 12th, 9:30 AM Worship 
A celebration of the resurrection with Holy Communion.  



 

10 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
EASTER FLOWERS HAVE BEEN GIVEN BY: 

Emily Avitsian in memory of her Grandfather Hovick Pepanyan 
Zareh Avitsian in memory of his Father, Valodia Avitsian 

Dana & Jake Biltz in memory of Carol Biltz and David Bacon 
& in memory of Edna & Merlin Hasselbach and Gladys & Tim Bacon 

Kerry Dominick in memory of Beth Dominick 
& in memory of her Brother, Barry Dominick 
Shirley & Art Duffy in memory of Bill Duffy 

The Hartland Family in memory of Jean Hirschland 
& in memory of Herb Hirschland 
& in memory of Larry Hartland 

& in memory of Jan & Jane Munro 
Deacon Patti Jabre in memory of Loved Ones 

Linda Mondry in memory of Peg & Ted Herberth 
& in memory of Ben & Rhea Shope 
& in memory of Becky Gratewski 

Ginger & Tom Pituch in honor of Their Grandchildren 
& in memory of Barbara Keyser 

Mary Ellen Robinette in memory of Family Members 
& in honor of Her Grandchildren 

Stacy Sykora & Dean Smith 
D Urban 

Pat & Rich Wilhelms in Honor of  Pat’s Mother, Evelyn Kalen 
& in memory of Pat’s Father, Michael Kalen 

& in memory of Rich’s Parents, Mr. & Mrs. Walter Wilhelms 
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