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MIDWEEK
LENT
DEVOTIONS
WILL BE ONLINE
Pastor Matthew will record a
weekly Lent devotion with the
theme Created for Community.
These devotions will be shared on
the CtK Twinsburg channel of
YouTube each Wednesday in Lent:
https://www.youtube.com/channel/
UC0DyPtpgvHWrYdrFgWQso5A
February 24th - In Community with Creation
March 3rd - In Community with All the Saints
March 10th - In Community with Our Neighbor
March 17th-In Community with Those on the Margins
March 24th - In Community with Christ
EASTER FLOWERS MAY BE ORDERED
Though Easter worship may not be held indoors
this year, members may order Easter flowers (from
Petitti’s) to beautify the narthex. Please tell Wendy in
the office by Sunday, March 7th, what flowers you
would like and if the flowers will be in memory of or in
honor of anyone. These dedications will be printed in
the Easter Vigil and Easter Sunday bulletins.
These are the varieties:
• Single Easter Lily
• Mini Daffodil
• Hyacinth (blue, pink, or white)
• Tulip (pink, blue/violet, orange, red, red & white,
white, yellow)
All options of flowers are $6.00, and payment may
be made through your giving envelope, designating
Easter flower.
Pastor Matthew is still unable to visit homebound
members, so you may take your flower home after the
9:30 AM April 4th Easter Sunday worship service.

HOLY WEEK WORSHIP WILL BE BOTH DRIVE-IN &
ONLINE
At press time, there were still no plans for indoor
worship at CtK. Worship for Palm/Passion Sunday,
March 28th, will be a drive-in service with Holy
Communion at 9:30 AM. Palm strips will be distributed
to accompany the reading of the processional gospel.
Maundy Thursday worship, April 1st, will be drive-in
service with Holy Communion at 7 PM. Drive-in
worship on Good Friday, April 2nd, will be at 7 PM.
The Easter Vigil drive-in service with Holy Communion
will be at 8 PM, on Saturday, April 3rd. CtK will
celebrate the resurrection of our Lord, Jesus Christ, on
Easter Sunday at 9:30 AM on April 4th with drive-in
worship with Holy Communion. A recorded service
for each of these days will also be on the CtK
Twinsburg channel of YouTube.com.
DRIVE-IN MEETING AT
10:30 AM MARCH 28TH
All confirmed members of
CtK are reminded to stay after
worship on Palm/Passion
Sunday, March 28th, for the Annual Meeting of the
Congregation at 10:30 AM. The 2020 Annual Reports
will be reviewed and approved. A quorum of 40
people is needed for the meeting.
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RETURNING TO WORSHIP INSIDE
Like everywhere in the whole world, this
last year has been one of many
challenges for the body of Christ the
King Church in Twinsburg. We continue
to stay strong and stay together while
“apart.”
We want to make everybody aware that there is a
group of CtK members that is looking into returning
to worship inside! The group is comprised of Tom
Pituch, Dave Schiopota, Rich and Joanne Ciarniello,
Glenn Fasnacht, Jake Biltz, Mike Coss, Pastor Matthew,
and Bob Coleman. We will be using information and
data, such as from the CDC, and ASHRAE [Editor’s
note: ASHRAE is a global society advancing human
well-being through sustainable technology for the
built environment], as well as what equipment and
protocols others are using, to determine what steps
need to be taken before we can move to safely
worship inside. The equipment and procedures may
change as conditions and scientific information
change or grow. We also will look at what CtK already
has done to see what is still proper and best practice.
If anybody has any special knowledge, information, or
places to find such, please contact me so that the
group can look into it. This could include: other places
for
information,
what
businesses,
churches,
organizations and groups are successfully doing,
protocols, and equipment. Some people have already
shared information with us. Thank you!!!
From the start of this pandemic, Council and Pastor
Matthew have taken how to worship safely inside very
seriously, and this new group is continuing in the very
same manner. We will let you know as we progress!!!
For now, see you at the outside FM worship service!
Submitted by Bob Coleman
BLOOD DRIVES AT CTK SET THROUGH JUNE
Because many businesses that
hosted Red Cross blood drives in
the past are still not available as
the pandemic continues, the CtK
Council has approved more
frequent blood drives than CtK
hosted prior to the pandemic. CtK will host blood
drives on these days:
Tuesday, March 2nd from 12 – 6 pm
Tuesday, March 16th from 10 am – 4 pm
Tuesday, April 6th from 12 – 6 pm
Wednesday, April 21st from 10 am – 4 pm
Tuesday, May 4th from 12 – 6 pm
Tuesday, May 18th from 10 am – 4 pm
Tuesday, June 8th 12 – 6 pm
Tuesday, June 22nd 10 am – 4 pm
If you are a blood donor, go to redcrossblood.org
to set up an appointment. Walk-ins have not been
able to get appointments at recent drives.
All
donations are tested for COVID-19 antibodies.

TWINSBURG, OHIO

Every Sunday evening...
…a Twinsburg-area church
serves a free Community
Meal from 4 to 5:30 PM.
(Meals are carry-out only
during the pandemic unless noted below.)
Location Schedule
1st & 3rd Sundays - Good Shepherd Christian
Church, 9571 Shepard Road, Macedonia
2nd Sunday - Faith United Methodist Church,
2560 Post Road, Twinsburg - limited indoor
seating is available; their clothing pantry is
also open.
4th Sunday - First Congregational Church, UCC,
9050 Church Street, Twinsburg
5th Sunday- Christ the King Lutheran Church,
10285 Ravenna Road, Twinsburg (The next
meal at CtK will be May 30th, 2021)
All are welcome for a free meal! (Social distancing
is observed.)
SPRING ENDOWMENT GRANT
REQUESTS DUE MARCH 28TH
It’s time for the Lester Endowment
Fund to award its semi-annual
grants. Areas for which funds are
granted include Seeding, Evangelism,
Matching, Outreach, and Emergency.
Grant Request Forms are in the
Endowment Committee mailbox or on the Resources
page of ctktwinsburg.com. Completed forms are due
in the Endowment Committee mailbox no later than
Sunday, March 28th. Please contact a member of
Endowment with questions:
Katie Bach, Kristin
Bedford, Rich Ciarniello, Denise Hall, and Jay Hartland.
Remember to fill in the Endowment Grant Request
form completely!

DIRECTORY
Christ the King Lutheran Church
10285 Ravenna Road
Twinsburg, OH 44087
330-425-7377
www.CtKTwinsburg.com
Reverend Matthew Groenke, Senior Pastor
pmatthew@CtKTwinsburg.com x109
Kevin Basom, Director of Music
Linda Mondry, Saturday Worship Musician
Wendy Gibbons, Office Administrator
wgibbons@CtKTwinsburg.com x102
Email Wendy to receive this publication via email.
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MARCH 2021

As I write this page for our March newsletter it dawned on me that it has been almost a year since the
global pandemic was first felt by many of us. My family witnessed the last Cavs home game before the
season was suspended last March. The grim milestone of half a million deaths has just been attained
in the US with many more deaths around the world. So much of our lives has been impacted, jobs
have been lost, schools have been affected , social isolation has become the norm. The phrase “I have
finished Netflix” belies this truth of isolation and hunkering down mentality.
The need for human connection and relationships has not wavered, but our means of safely going
about these essential aspects of our lives has changed. The need to wear a mask, to keep a safe
distance, to wash our hands properly, is so ingrained in our lives that I wonder if some parts of this will
stay with us into the future. I am asked all the time when
we will get back to normal, as if an old normal will be
what should try to get back to.
The need to be creative and flexible, nimble and agile in
the living out our Christian faith is one of the most
important truths that we can glean from our shared
experience of a global pandemic. Anxiety and fear could
have stopped us in our tracks, but we have been the
church in the midst of it all. This is only possible in the
grace of love of God that never wavers or forsakes us.
Another truth that this pandemic has graphically
illustrated is our need for each other, that the life God
gives is one that calls us into community, into the world,
into the various spaces of our daily lives. How do we do
this in the midst of a deadly virus? The answer is any way
that we can, to show God’s amazing grace and
unconditional love in the person of Jesus Christ. As our
lives keep witnessing more and more things return to
some of state of normalcy, we can take hope in the
promises of God. The Holy Spirit is at work calling,
gathering, enlightening, and sanctifying us and the whole
Christian community throughout the world.
“We love because God first loved us.”(1 John 4:19)
Living in God’s amazing grace,
Pastor Matthew Groenke
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STEWARDSHIP & SOCIAL DISTANCING
Christ the King ministry continues even though we
cannot gather together in our usual ways.
The church council and staff are working diligently in
creating new ways to encourage and enhance the
remote or outdoor worship services.
Our norms have shifted and that shift has required
innovative thinking.
Church is still happening and you can still participate
during these strange times.
Your gifts of time, energy, and money may be
different now, but will contribute to all the ministries
offered here at Christ the King.
Sandy Molnar
Financial Secretary

DIRECTED THRIVENT CHOICE DOLLARS RECEIVED
Christ the King received a gift of $117 in February
from Thrivent. The following members of Thrivent
requested that CtK receive this gift. Thank you for
your support.
Rob & Lisa Doty

ST. PAULY PROCEEDS IN JANUARY
Christ the King received $117 for clothing put in
the St. Pauly Used Clothing Shed in January and has
received $7430 from St. Pauly since 2014. Please bag
your clean clothing, linens, purses, belts, shoes, &
stuffed animals to put in the shed!

TWINSBURG, OHIO

2020 MINISTRY REPORTS DUE
Ministry leaders are reminded to
complete and submit their 2020
annual
reports
to
wgibbons@ctktwinsburg.com
by
Sunday, March 7th. Copies of the
2020 Annual Report of the
Congregation will be available for
review by Saturday, March 20th, for
the March 28th Annual Meeting. Watch your email
for more information.
CTK 2020 & 2021
PHOTOS ARE FEW & FAR
BETWEEN!
There have not been
very many events at CtK for
nearly a year , but if you
have any you’d like to share
please email them to Wendy so she can add them to
the archives.
JANUARY 2021 FINANCE REPORT
Complete financial information is posted
on the kiosk outside the office.
Operating Income
$22,753
Other designated income
$150
Total Income
$22,903
Operating Expenses
$17,601
Other payments
$1,027
Total Expenses
$18,628
Net Surplus / (Deficit)
$4,275
Monthly Budget
$21,572

ORDER FROM AMAZON, HELP CTK!
If you order from Amazon, you can
simultaneously help CtK financially. First you must
go to smile.amazon.com and select Christ the King
Lutheran Church, Twinsburg Ohio as your charity of
choice. There are many Christ the King Lutheran
Churches to choose from; be sure to select the one
in Twinsburg!
Once you have successfully selected CtK
Twinsburg, most of your purchases from Amazon
made by shopping via smile.amazon.com will
result in a donation made by Amazon to Christ the
King. After you have placed orders through smile.
Amazon.com and you go directly to amazon.com,
you will be asked if you meant to order from smile.
Amazon.com.
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CONFIRMATION CLASS MARCH 21ST VIA ZOOM
Pastor Matthew will lead the monthly Confirmation Class via Zoom
for all 7th and 8th graders from 6 to 7 PM on Sunday, March 21st.
Pastor Matthew will give you the link if your student is interested.
7TH—12TH GRADERS ZOOM TO SUNDAY SCHOOL
Mr. David Schiopota, the leader of the 7th - 12th grade Sunday
school class, hosts a weekly Zoom group for the class from 4 to 5 PM on
Sundays. Please contact David if your student wants to be part of the
class.
FAITH WEDNESDAY STUDY ON ZOOM
Pastor Matthew leads a Bible study at noon on
Wednesdays via Zoom. Contact Pastor Matthew at
pmatthew@ctktwinsburg.com
for
the
Zoom
invitation to the class. Everyone is welcome to
participate.
TUESDAY WOMEN’S BIBLE STUDY REZOOMS
After an 11-month hiatus, the Tuesday Women’s
Bible Study has begun a study from Gather
magazine called Journeys with Angels. The sessions
are on Zoom on Tuesdays from 1:00 to 2:00 PM.
Please note the meeting time. All women are
welcome! Contact Wendy Gibbons for the Zoom
invitation to the group. PDF copies of the study will
be provided if you do not have a subscription to
Gather.
FAITH FORMATION RESOURCE EMAILED WEEKLY
On Fridays, Wendy emails a link to the weekly
taking faith home resource while we are unable to
hold in-person Sunday school. These publications
are lectionary based and include daily Bible
readings, a verse for the week, prayers, and a
blessing, in addition to devotions, suggestions for acts of service,
conversation starters, and rituals and traditions.
ZOOM VS. ONLINE ON CTK
CALENDAR
Certain meetings on the CtK calendar
are noted as being “online” while others
are designated as being on “Zoom.”
What’s the distinction?
“Zoom”
meetings originate on CtK’s Zoom
account, while “online” meetings have a
host outside of CtK. (Only one meeting
can originate at CtK at any given time.)

2021

Lydia Schiopota
Alexa Tiearney
Kevin Basom
Joe Meyer
Karen Stahlman
Marisa Dobbins
Nicole Sares

2-Mar
2-Mar
5-Mar
5-Mar
6-Mar
8-Mar
8-Mar

Mary Schlosnagle
Denise Tiearney
Joanne Ciarniello
Noah Lue
Elizabeth Novotny
Brent Susnik
Bob Bortak
Makayla Dobbins
Justin Hartland

8-Mar
8-Mar
20-Mar
20-Mar
23-Mar
24-Mar
25-Mar
31-Mar
31-Mar

Donna & Frank Orcutt
Mike & Lynn Pereksta
Bob & Tina Coleman

10-Mar
10-Mar
25-Mar

SPRING
AHEAD
MARCH
14TH!
On
Sunday,
March 14th, at
2:00 AM you get
to spring forward
one hour!
You
may prefer to
change all your
clocks
Saturday,
March 13th, before going to
sleep, but don’t forget! Dark
mornings will return, but
evenings will be lighter!
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...John Gibbons for installing an amplifier so that
worshipers can park anywhere in the front or back
parking lots and hear worship services on 90.1 FM,
CtK Radio.
...everyone who helped with the January 31st free
community meal: coordinators Mary Ellen Robinette
& Paul Bucholtz; Katie Bach, Mike & Jean Coss, Chris
Driver. Thirty-eight meals were served.
...Mike Coss for shoveling when the plow drivers
arrived late February 2nd and again on February 16th.
...Sally Morris & Karen Reid for Valentine’s Day
decorations
...Lynn Sares & John Gibbons for spending many
hours replacing the financial computer and the
network’s shared hard drive.
...Mike Pereksta for checking the mailbox when he
drops by to get the bills.
SET YOUR CLOCKS AHEAD
MARCH 13TH-14TH!
Remember to set your clocks
ahead one hour before your go to
bed Saturday, March 13th, or you
will miss 9:30 AM worship on
Sunday, March 14th!

TAKE A BOOK, LEAVE A BOOK
If you have a book
that
you
particularly
enjoyed but that you
don’t care to keep, bring
it to CtK! There is a set of
bookshelves
in
the
narthex where you can
put
the
book
for
someone else to read.
Likewise, you can take
any of the books from the
shelf to read. You do not need to return the books,
making them perfect to take on vacation and leave
behind when you return home.

MESSAGE TO CONGREGATION
Thank you for keeping our lost friend Sam
in your prayers.
We are heartbroken but know he is in a
better place with no pain. Please wear a
mask and let’s end COVID together.
All our love,
Mark (Totman) & Billy (Zaremba)
A WORD OF THANKS FROM H3O
On behalf of Hands, Hearts & Homes
Outreach, I want to thank you for your
generous monetary donation of $300.
Generosity such as this can only come from
a heart that God has touched and now you
have touched our hearts as well. Your gift
will enable us to continue our furniture
and food ministries to the needy families in
northeast Ohio. COVID has changed how we
are serving the less fortunate but we are still
committed to helping those in need!
May God richly bless you and your loved
ones just as you have blessed and enriched
the lives you have touched through Hands,
Hearts & Homes Outreach.
GIVING CENTER
COLLECTIONS
The CtK Giving Center
is in the narthex near the
doorway
to
the
Education Wing. See the
display
&
collection
policy on the Giving Center.
• Sample
toiletries-Our Community HungerOngoing
• Inkjet Cartridges - CtK Youth - Ongoing
• Misc. Household - Lutheran Outreach - Ongoing
• Cash - Salvation Army Bed & Bread - Ongoing
• Aluminum Cans - CtK General Fund - Ongoing
• Food, toiletries for TEAC - Ongoing
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The soul-parched journey of Lent
By Stephanie Lape

I opened the door of the Catholic church where I had worshiped for the past several months, and when I habitually
put my fingers in the small vessel that held holy water, I felt sand. I stared at my fingers, wondering what on earth
was this. Every time I had attended mass, I enjoyed touching that water, remembering my baptismal identity and
feeling refreshed. Now I felt dry, empty, thirsty—even a bit resentful.
I soon found out it was the congregation’s Lenten practice to exchange the water for sand in every small vessel at
the doors, and even from the larger baptismal font. Each week during Lent, I touched the sand; each week the sand
bothered me; each week I missed the water and I realized how soul-parched I really was.
The ancient Israelites went down to Egypt during a famine and were graciously offered food, water and life. But soon
enough, Israelites outnumbered Egyptians and were enslaved in a land that had once been so welcoming. Through
sweat, toil and tears, they were beaten and broken under Pharaoh’s lash. They were mistreated, shamed and
casually murdered.
This all happened in the desert. Imagine how parched the people of God were there. Sand took the place of water;
despair took the place of hope. They prayed that God would remember them, send them a reason to hope again and
deliver them out of captivity into the promised land, a place of milk and honey (Exodus 3:8).
Encountering the sand is not just an intellectual exercise but a visceral reminder of our need for water, life and
salvation.
Many generations later, Jesus was baptized in the cool water of the Jordan River and then thrust into a wilderness of
his own. There he stayed for 40 days—a number signifying great tests and tribulations throughout the Bible. The
sand replaced the water; an empty stomach replaced the abundance; the taunts of the devil himself replaced the
dove alighting on Jesus’ head and God speaking words of love. Jesus must have remembered the ancient prayer of
his forbears in Egypt: “Deliver me from captivity.”
The “wilderness,” the “desert,” the “barren place” and the “pit” show up all over Scripture. They are the lost and
lonely places, the dry and lifeless places, the places where all seems despairing and lost.
One might think that God either doesn’t see or doesn’t care. The Israelites were supposed to have been the “chosen
people,” Jesus was supposed to have been the “beloved Son,” we are supposed to be God’s children—and yet,
sometimes, we find ourselves feeling alone and empty in the desert, don’t we?
“Deliver us”
I can’t remember a time our nation has felt so much as if we are walking in a desert. In less than a year, we have lost
more than 475,000 human lives to the insidious, invisible COVID-19. We will see the magnitude of the resulting grief
only as more years pass. Never have I heard a people, a nation and a world so strongly pray, “Deliver us!” Never
have I felt so much as if we are walking through miles of sand, living in a wilderness and feeling the soul-parched
journey of Lent.
I am no longer Catholic but an ELCA Lutheran, and I live near an actual desert in Southern California. It is beautiful
and (usually) hospitable to life. But the biblical symbolism stays with me.
Every Lent in the congregation where I serve, I empty the baptismal font of water and fill it with sand. I like watching
people’s reactions when they come forward to receive communion, reach out to touch the water and, as I once did,
feel surprise and even thirst when they touch dry sand where water used to be. On our projection screens during
Lent, I like to display images of sand and dry brush. The barren landscapes reflect the need in our souls for God, for
life, for freedom from any kind of captivity. Desert imagery helps remind us to not take our Savior, Jesus Christ, for
granted.
On Easter, we rejoice in the living water we have in Christ. But during Lent, we must remember why we need him in
the first place. Encountering the sand is not just an intellectual exercise but a visceral reminder of our need for water,
life and salvation. We think we are so powerful, yet we realize we cannot last long without water or the living God.
During Lent, we thirst, we long, we remember, we wait and we cry out, “Oh Lord, how long? Deliver us!”

Stephanie Lape is a rostered minister in the ELCA, serving Cross and Crown Lutheran Church in
Rancho Cucamonga, Calif. She lives with her husband and teenage children in Corona, Calif., writes
and speaks on spirituality and interfaith dialogue, and is the author of Beckoned: Hearing God's Call to
Deeper Faith. Learn more at stephanielape.com.
Reprinted from Living Lutheran with permission.
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Locally grown

How gardening became an act of resistance in Chile
Starting community gardens is one activity Educación Popular en Salud (EPES) is doing to help change the food system in
Chile and create more access to healthy food.
As the world sheltered in place this past spring due to COVID-19, so did Maria (Maggie) Carrasco Mella. But, after three
months of isolating at her home in Santiago, Chile, and unable to go to work or see her friends, she would start each day
in tears.
Carrasco Mella is a part-time caregiver for seniors and a health promoter for Educación Popular en Salud (EPES), a
Chilean organization supported by ELCA World Hunger. EPES trains students, public officials, health and education
workers, and women from vulnerable communities to advocate for the rights to health care and sustainable food, and to
share their knowledge through workshops and community events.
Carrasco Mella has done this work since 1985, but when she learned that EPES wanted to run an online gardening
workshop in response to COVID-19, she found the idea a bit laughable. After all, her neighborhood, El Bosque, has few
green spaces and her house doesn’t have much of a yard. She didn’t think her land had much potential for growing food.
Then something clicked. Even though she had never planted a vegetable garden, Carrasco Mella remembered her
childhood in southern Chile, where her father was a tenant farmer. Nearly all the potatoes he produced went to the
landowner, and her mother grew subsistence crops to feed their family of 11. Later, the family moved to the urban hub of
Santiago and stopped growing food.

Community relationships

EPES was founded in 1982 by Karen Anderson, an ELCA missionary in Chile, as a program of the Evangelical Lutheran
Church in Chile, and it still has close ties to the church. Through community events, its health promoters share information
on topics such as nutrition, breast cancer prevention, HIV and AIDS, and violence against women. This ongoing work
creates a base of community relationships to respond when other crises arrive, such as COVID-19.
At a time of rising unemployment and increasing challenges in accessing food, the online workshops gave participants the
education needed to start their own home gardens and increase their access to healthy food. They learned how to improve
their soil quality and reduce waste by composting, work with the natural light and space they had, bake sourdough bread
and more.
The experience also gave Carrasco Mella and others a way to network and connect during a time of isolation.
Just two months after these workshops, arugula, chard and spinach were growing along the 6-foot walkway to the front
door of Carrasco Mella’s house, giving her fresh, nutrient-dense vegetables. And her small but thriving vegetable plot
brought back cherished memories of her childhood and her mother’s garden.
“I was unaware that lessons learned from my parents remain deep inside me. It’s been an immensely enriching
experience to discover they were still there and that they serve me well now.”
“I have come full circle, back to my roots,” she said. “I was unaware that lessons learned from my parents remain deep
inside me. It’s been an immensely enriching experience to discover they were still there and that they serve me well now.”
EPES is working to change the food system in Chile, where, as in many other countries, people experiencing poverty can
be especially vulnerable to illnesses caused or worsened by poor nutrition, and healthy food can be expensive and difficult
to access. Unequal access to nutritious food has become even more visible this year.
As lockdowns keep people at home, cultivating gardens becomes an act of resistance that grants people greater
autonomy and assures families access to fresh produce. Home and community vegetable gardens also strengthen the
community’s role in local food production.
In response to COVID-19, EPES has expanded its ongoing work through ELCA World Hunger with extra support from
Lutheran Disaster Response. This work includes providing the special online workshops along with food, face masks and
mental health information to families in vulnerable situations.
“By participating in an organization, you can achieve a lot,” Carrasco Mella said. “People know us and trust us; we are a
credible organization. And I learned to value myself as a person, as a woman.”
This article was compiled by Alex Baird, communications manager, ELCA World Hunger and disaster response, from the
EPES Stories of Hope newsletter and a testimony from Maria Carrasco Mella.

Reprinted from Living Lutheran with permission.
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Harvest of hope
By Caitlin Sellnow

“Honor the Lord with your substance and with the first fruits of all your produce” (Proverbs 3:9). For most ELCA
members, this verse describes giving in a symbolic way. For Milt Stoppkotte, it has a literal meaning: he regularly
donates crops from his farm in Chapman, Neb., to the church.
Last fall he gave nearly 6,000 bushels of soybeans to the ELCA Foundation, with the proceeds benefiting ELCA
World Hunger.
At the start of his career, Stoppkotte decided that he would give away all the crops and income his family didn’t
need. At first, it wasn’t much. When he and his wife were married more than 50 years ago, they lived off her
teacher’s salary of $200 a month. But over time, the farm became more profitable. “We have been financially
blessed,” he said.
“Giving them food is great to help them out right now, but it isn’t going to help them out in the long term.”
And, with their children grown, Stoppkotte can donate more now. He supports several charities, but World Hunger
receives his largest contributions.
Stoppkotte has been a Lutheran almost as long as he’s been a farmer. In his 20s, following four years of military
service, he returned home and began worshiping at Messiah Lutheran Church in Grand Island, Neb., down the road
from his father’s farm. But faith isn’t the only reason he gives to World Hunger. He likes that it doesn’t just give food
away—it equips people to establish secure livelihoods. “I know that a lot of people in this world are starving,” he
said. “Giving them food is great to help them out right now, but it isn’t going to help them out in the long term.”
How it works
When farmers decide to donate their harvested or stored crops to the ELCA, they contact the Foundation. A staff
member sets up an account with the grain elevator or vendor where a farmer usually sells crops. Next the farmer
delivers the crops to the vendor in the name of the Foundation. The crops are then sold, with the proceeds going
toward a ministry of the farmer’s choice, said John Eggen, the Foundation’s director for gift planning.
There is a practical benefit for the farmer and the ELCA, he added. Since the farmer donates the grain before it is
sold, it doesn’t count as income and isn’t taxed. That can help the farmer financially and also increases the value of
the gift for the ELCA.
“We started as an agricultural church, and a lot of our hunger work started out as farmers caring about feeding other
people in the world.”
These gifts are part of a long history of Lutheran farmers feeding God’s people, said Daniel Rift, director of ELCA
World Hunger and Lutheran Disaster Response funding. “We started as an agricultural church, and a lot of our
hunger work started out as farmers caring about feeding other people in the world,” he said.
In the past, Lutheran farmers sent food directly to people experiencing hunger, which isn’t practical anymore. Rift
said modern gifts of grain “can tie food production and food insecurity together in a tangible way.”
Stoppkotte sees his gifts as practical—insofar as they address the causes of hunger and poverty, and help his
business. He hopes to share that message with other farmers, encouraging them to donate crops as well. But, as
someone whose faith influences his generosity, Stoppkotte believes he can only do so much persuading on his own.
As he puts it: “The feeling of giving has to come from the Holy Spirit.”
Gifts of grain can benefit any ELCA ministry, but most donors designate them toward ELCA World Hunger. Learn
more at elca.org/foundation.

Caitlin Sellnow is a freelance writer who lives in Evanston, Ill.

Reprinted from Living Lutheran with permission.
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A song in the midst of suffering

Lutheran musician leads string ministry to soothe souls numb to gun violence
By Erin Strybis

Courtesy of the Black String Triage Ensemble

Dayvin Hallmon (not shown), a member of All People’s Lutheran Church in Milwaukee, founded the Black
String Triage Ensemble in 2019. The ensemble offers healing music in the immediate aftermath of community
violence “to address pain; foster healing; promote love; call for justice; and guard against hopelessness.”
Dayvin Hallmon stands in the glow of streetlamps with a viola nestled under his chin.
Red and blue lights pulse across darkened homes and storefronts. Milwaukee police mill about, investigating
the scene: a man shot while driving; his car crashed into a nearby building. Neighbors trickle outside to assess
the damage.
An hour earlier, give or take, Hallmon learned of the shooting and messaged his ensemble via
Facebook: Headed to a potential scene. I’ll let you know if something’s there.
Now the Black String Triage Ensemble sits before him, poised to perform on this warm summer night in 2020.
They’ve come as an antidote to the trauma caused by frequent community violence. They’ve come to make
music and make people feel seen, to make them feel something. They’re short on players, so
tonight Hallmon will conduct and play viola. The ensemble looks to him, eyes expectant.
•••
In September 2018, Hallmon moved to Milwaukee, charged with an idea to serve the city’s Black and Latinx
population.
“My synod office was the first place I went to,” he said. He told his bishop, Paul Erickson, that the Greater
Milwaukee Synod needed a “very visible, undeniable, sincere presence addressing the needs of communities
of color.”
Hallmon’s ministry: An all-volunteer ensemble composed of Black and Latinx string musicians who would
deliver healing music shortly after a fatal shooting. They would show up alongside traditional first responders
but tend to the community’s unaddressed spiritual wounds. They’d perform music by Black and Latinx
composers, curated by Hallmon to speak to the five stages of grief, plus a sixth stage—faith.
Theirs would be a ministry of presence.
“Something said to me in the middle of all these artifacts: ‘address the life condition.'”
(Continued on page 12)
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Erickson saw that Hallmon, a talented musician who’d previously served as music director of St. Mary Lutheran
Church in Kenosha, Wis., wanted “to use the gifts God has given him to preach the gospel [in response to]
violence.”
He threw his support behind Hallmon, helping him secure practice space at Ascension Lutheran Church,
Milwaukee. Erickson also connected Hallmon with ELCA pastor Molly Doreza, who, along with Ron Ballew, a
United Church of Christ minister, became the group’s two chaplains. Both accompany the ensemble to
performances and answer onlookers’ questions so the musicians can focus on their set.
The ensemble is on call for performances between Memorial Day and Labor Day, when it’s safe to play strings
outside, with members currently preparing for their third season.
The inspiration for the Black String Triage Ensemble struck in March 2018 after Hallmon visited the National
Museum of African American History and Culture in Washington, D.C. At the time, he’d been serving as
Kenosha’s county board supervisor and was still reeling from a recent shooting near his apartment.
“We’re walking through [the museum] and there’s Nat Turner’s Bible, there’s Harriet Tubman’s hymnal, there’s
Thomas Dorsey’s piano,” he recalled. “Something said to me in the middle of all these artifacts: ‘address the life
condition.’”
Back in his hotel, Hallmon turned on the television and heard Oprah Winfrey ask, “How do we fix the hole in the
soul of people?”
He answered aloud, “Music.”
•••
At the crime scene, a young man runs up and shouts, “Oh God, oh God, that’s my friend! We don’t even live
here! I can’t believe that happened.”
Hallmon tells his musicians to hold off for a moment. A siren wails. The medical examiner’s car pulls into view.
“Man, I hate that vehicle,” the ensemble’s cellist says.
“I know, Colin. Just focus on the music,” Hallmon replies, scanning the perimeter. More than once he’s been
told by Milwaukee police, with whom he has a cordial relationship, to be on the lookout for residual violence in
the aftermath of crimes, so he keeps his eyes moving to keep his group safe.
The young man who has lost his friend continues carrying on, and the medical examiners are starting their
work. The assembly grows, and Hallmon decides it’s time to begin worship.
He turns to address the ensemble: “We’re gonna start with ‘Sometimes I Feel Like a Motherless Child.’” Skilled
fingers pluck at the strings, each release of flesh from the metal advancing the spiritual’s steady, haunting
melody as it cuts through the surrounding chatter.
Heads turn toward the music, and stillness descends over the crowd. A neighbor comes up to the young man
whose friend was murdered and encircles him in his arms.
•••
Ballew often prays over Mark 4:35-41 (Jesus stills a storm) before joining the ensemble for a performance. “If
we can bring some peace and quiet in the middle of the storm for a few minutes, that’s what we’re going to do,”
the chaplain said. “The police will walk up and say, ‘That really touched me at this moment.’”
Doreza added, “Their music is not a postlude to the events of suffering but a song sung in the midst of it,
bringing hope at the very moment it is most needed.”
The ensemble has offered peace and comfort at some two dozen sites since its inception, expanding its
performances beyond crime scenes to tribute concerts for medical personnel treating COVID-19 patients in
early 2020 and a “peacekeeping mission” during protests in Kenosha following the August shooting of Jacob
Blake.
As his ensemble grew in popularity, Hallmon sought out the synod to serve as a fiduciary steward while he
worked toward securing its nonprofit status. Going forward, he hopes to expand this ministry to Detroit, Chicago
and other cities.

(Continued on page 13)
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“This needs to be in every city that has a Black and Latinx population,” he said. “What better way for the whitest
church in America—that is also a singing church—to take a massive step forward? I want to know, who are the
[ELCA] congregations that are interested in learning about this, not just [those who] feel called in terms of
financial support, something that’s desperately needed. Who wants this in their community?”
•••
Rich tones from violin, viola and cello intermingle with the blare of emergency vehicles. In the dark of the night,
neighbors draw closer and wrap their arms around each other. Hallmon directs his players to skip ahead two
songs in their set to the conclusion, a string arrangement of “Total Praise” by Richard Smallwood.
Hallmon’s set notes for this song on the ensemble’s website say: “Gospel music reminds us that no matter how
dark our midnight is, no matter how long it lasts, hope for a new day with new possibilities is always just beyond
where we can visibly see it. The only requirement is belief. Believing in something under such circumstances is
always an act of faith.”
“Total Praise” ends with a series of ascending amens; its rendering in strings leaves the crowd spellbound.
When the ensemble members finally ease their bows off the strings, Hallmon notices that many gathered are
openly weeping.
Members of the Black String Triage Ensemble exchange glances, then pack up silently. When they’ve reached
their cars, someone asks, “So, should we see if there’s another tonight?”
“We did what we came to do,” Hallmon answers. “We’re going home.”
To learn more, visit theblackstringtriageensemble.org.

Erin Strybis is a content editor of Living Lutheran. Find more of her stories at her website and on
Instagram.
Reprinted from Living Lutheran with permission.
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HOLY WEEK WORSHIP - All services are drive-in services, broadcast on 90.1 FM
Palm Sunday, 9:30 AM Sunday, March 28th - Worship with Procession with Palms, Reading of
Christ’s Passion, Holy Communion
Maundy Thursday, 7:00 PM Thursday, April 1st - Worship with Holy Communion, Stripping of the
Altar
Good Friday, 7:00 PM Friday, April 2nd - Service of Darkness & Shadows Commemorating Christ’s
Crucifixion
Easter Vigil, 8:00 PM Saturday, April 3rd - Worship with Holy Communion, Celebration of Christ’s
Resurrection
Easter Sunday, 9:30 AM Sunday, April 4th - Worship with Holy Communion, Celebration of Christ’s
Resurrection
Recorded services will also be shared on the CtK Twinsburg channel of YouTube.com.
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www.CtKTwinsburg.com
Email office@CtKTwinsburg.com to receive a
link to this publication via email.

Congregational Drive-in Meeting
Sunday, March 28th, at 10:30 AM

Midweek Lenten Devotions
Created for Community

Shared weekly on the CtK Twinsburg channel of
YouTube:
https://www.youtube.com/channel/
UC0DyPtpgvHWrYdrFgWQso5A

2020 Annual Report booklet to be available for review by March 20th

February 24th - In Community with Creation
March 3rd - In Community with All the Saints
March 10th - In Community with Our Neighbor
March 17th - In Community with Those on the Margins
March 24th - In Community with Christ

Christ the King welcomes you to our
worship, fellowship, and service!
Sunday Outdoor Worship w/Communion ......9:30 AM
Worship with us from home weekly at the CtK Twinsburg
channel of YouTube:
https://www.youtube.com/channel/
UC0DyPtpgvHWrYdrFgWQso5A
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