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HOLY WEEK WORSHIP TO BE DRIVE-IN & ONLINE
Holy Week begins with 9:30 AM Palm/Passion
Sunday drive-in worship on March 28th. Palm strips
will be distributed before the service for worshipers to
wave during the processional gospel. Weather
permitting, worshipers will be invited to follow Pastor
Matthew in a short procession at the beginning of the
service, commemorating Jesus’ triumphal entry into
Jerusalem. The service will also include a reading of
Jesus’ Passion from the Gospel of Mark and the
sacrament of Holy Communion.
Maundy Thursday worship, April 1st, will be a 7 PM
drive-in service with Holy Communion. This service
remembers Jesus’ Last Supper with his disciples in the
Upper Room, at which he instituted what we now
know as Holy Communion.
Drive-in worship on Good Friday, April 2nd, will be
at 7 PM and is a somber remembrance of Jesus’
crucifixion, concluding with the Veneration of the
Cross. (There is no noontime Good Friday worship on
the Twinsburg Square this year.)
The Easter Vigil drive-in service will be at 8 PM, on
Saturday, April 3rd. This service starts with a new fire
and includes Scripture readings of God’s faithfulness
to his people through the years. It culminates in the
proclamation of Jesus’ resurrection followed by Holy
Communion. (This service is later than the previous
two nights’ services so that it will be darker.)
Christ the King will celebrate the resurrection of
our Lord Jesus Christ, at 9:30 AM drive-in worship on
Easter Sunday, April 4th, with Holy Communion. Those
who donated Easter flowers may take them home
after this service.
Recorded services for each of these days will also
be shared on the CtK Twinsburg channel of
YouTube.com.

PASTOR MATTHEW’S FINAL SUNDAY AT CTK
On Sunday, March 14th,
Pastor Matthew announced
that with the guidance of the
Holy Spirit he has accepted
another call. His final Sunday
leading worship at CtK will be
April 11th, and his final day in
the office will be Thursday,
April 15th. His farewell letter was mailed to the
congregation and can be accessed via the “What’s
New” page of ctktwinsburg.com.
Don’t miss your chance to be part of the CtK Good
-Bye to Pastor Matthew and his family after worship
on Sunday, April 11th. There will be an outdoor,
masked, socially distanced farewell reception with
light refreshments. (If you’d like coffee or tea instead
of a juice box, please fill your travel mug.)
DRIVE-IN ANNUAL MEETING IS MARCH 28TH
All confirmed members of CtK
are asked to stay after worship on
Palm/Passion Sunday, March
28th, for the Annual Meeting of
the Congregation at 10:30 AM.
The 2020 CtK Annual Report will
be reviewed and approved. A
quorum of 40 people is needed
for the meeting. 2020 Annual
Report
booklets
are
on
ctktwinsburg.com, and printed copies are on the glass
table in the narthex. Please note that there is a sixpage amendment with correct 2020 financial charts
and a one-page addendum of 2020 Expenses.
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SPRING ENDOWMENT GRANT
REQUESTS DUE MARCH 28TH
Time’s running out to apply for a spring
grant from the Lester Endowment Fund.
Types of funding include Seeding,
Evangelism, Matching, Outreach, and
Emergency. Projects of these ministries are supported:
Christian Education, Evangelism, Outreach, Youth,
Worship & Music, or Capital Improvements.
Grant Request Forms are in the Endowment
Committee mailbox and on the Resources page of
ctktwinsburg.com. Completed forms are due in the
Endowment Committee mailbox no later than Sunday,
March 28th. Please contact a member of Endowment
with questions: Katie Bach, Kristin Bedford, Rich
Ciarniello, Denise Hall, and Jay Hartland. Remember
to complete both sides of the Endowment Grant
Request form!
PICTURE DIRECTORY ON HOLD
Because very few additional people were able to
have their photos taken in February, the picture
directory for CtK is on hold indefinitely. Watch for
information.
BLOOD DRIVES AT CTK SET THROUGH JUNE
Because many businesses that hosted
Red Cross blood drives in the past are still
not available during the pandemic, the
CtK Council has approved more frequent
blood drives than CtK hosted prior to
2020. CtK will host blood drives on these days. Note
that there is one Wednesday date!
th
• Tuesday, April 6 from 12 – 6 pm
st
• Wednesday, April 21 from 10 am – 4 pm
th
• Tuesday, May 4 from 12 – 6 pm
th
• Tuesday, May 18 from 10 am – 4 pm
th
• Tuesday, June 8 12 – 6 pm
nd
• Tuesday, June 22 10 am – 4 pm
If you are a blood donor, go to redcrossblood.org
to set up an appointment. Walk-ins have not been
able to get appointments at recent drives.
All
donations are tested for COVID-19 antibodies!
If you’re fully vaccinated, please consider helping
at the registration desk for an hour or two!
SYNOD ASSEMBLY DELEGATES NEEDED FOR CTK
Christ the King needs a female lay
delegate and a male lay delegate to
represent the congregation at the
Northeastern Ohio Synod Assembly June
11th and 12th. Because of the pandemic the
Assembly will be held on Zoom, as it was in
2020. Please talk to a member of Council if
you are interested in being a CtK
representative.
Council members in 2021 are
President Mike Coss, Vice President Katie Bach, Bob
Coleman, Glenn Fasnacht, Sally Morris, & Karen Reid.
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Every Sunday evening...
…a Twinsburg-area church
serves a free Community
Meal from 4 to 5:30 PM.
(Meals are carry-out only
during the pandemic unless noted below.)
Location Schedule
1st & 3rd Sundays - Good Shepherd Christian
Church, 9571 Shepard Road, Macedonia
2nd Sunday - Faith United Methodist Church,
2560 Post Road, Twinsburg - limited indoor
seating is available; their clothing pantry is
also open.
4th Sunday - First Congregational Church, UCC,
9050 Church Street, Twinsburg
5th Sunday - Christ the King Lutheran Church,
10285 Ravenna Road, Twinsburg (Next meal
at CtK will be May 30th, 2021)
All are welcome for a free meal! (Social distancing
is observed.)
ADDITIONAL ALTAR
GUILD HELPERS ARE
SOUGHT
Additional helpers
are needed to set up /
clean
up
weekly
communion for drive-in
worship.
This
is
especially true with
additional Holy Week
services right around the corner! Please contact Jane
Zaremba or Kristin Bedford if you can help. The more
people who volunteer, the less frequently they will
have to serve.

DIRECTORY
Christ the King Lutheran Church
10285 Ravenna Road
Twinsburg, OH 44087
330-425-7377
www.CtKTwinsburg.com
Reverend Matthew Groenke, Senior Pastor
pmatthew@CtKTwinsburg.com x109
Kevin Basom, Director of Music
Linda Mondry, Saturday Worship Musician
Wendy Gibbons, Office Administrator
wgibbons@CtKTwinsburg.com x102
Email Wendy to receive this publication via email.
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Since August 2012 we have gotten to know Pastor Matthew, Julie, Adam, Elijah, & Jeremiah Groenke, and while
we will miss them, we wish God’s blessings on them as they move to Texas as they follow the Spirit’s leading.

2013

2014
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2016

2015

2018

2017

2019

2020
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EASTER JOY
We celebrate with joy singing “Alleluia!” We have
been given a new birth into a living hope.
We see around us spring flowers in bloom, which
are beautiful reminders of Christ raised from death
to life – this is Easter Joy.
We are also reminded that we are celebrating God’s blessings,
recognizing God as creator of all and giver of all we have, and serving
Him as stewards of His gifts.
Thank you for sharing your blessings of gratitude as Easter people.

Linda Bendler
Nicholas Novotney

3-Apr
4-Apr

Sandy Molnar
Financial Secretary

Alaina Reyes
Janet Nezbeda

7-Apr
8-Apr

DIRECTED THRIVENT CHOICE DOLLARS
Christ the King received a gift in the
amount of $314 from Thrivent in March 2021.
The following members of Thrivent requested
we receive this gift. Thank you for your support.

Gabrielle Doty
Tina Coleman

10-Apr
12-Apr

John Corbin
Mike Procop
Chris Spitz
Cindy Meyer

14-Apr
15-Apr
16-Apr
17-Apr

Donna Orcutt
Crystal Stokes

18-Apr
18-Apr

Noah Reyes
Ann Balcerzak

21-Apr
22-Apr

Debbie Wilhelms
Wil Corbin

23-Apr
26-Apr

Louise Susnik
Luella Goodnight
Julien Michalek

26-Apr
27-Apr
27-Apr

Mike & Jean Coss

1-Apr

Jim & Bev Baker
Jay Moellering
Daryl Van Bogart

Patricia Jabre
Sandy Molnar

FEBRUARY 2021 FINANCE REPORT
Complete financial information is posted
on the kiosk outside the office.
Operating Income
$19,173
Other designated income
$180
Total Income
$19,353
Operating Expenses
$16,808
Other payments
$998
Total Expenses
$17,806
Net Surplus / (Deficit)
$1,547
Monthly Budget
$16,829
COLLECTIONS AT CTK
St. Pauly Used Clothing Shed: In February St. Pauly
paid CtK $77 for items donated through the clothing
shed. CtK has received $194 in 2021 and $7439 since
CtK joine the St. Pauly program in 2014.
Aluminum Can Recycling: In February CtK recycled
13.6 pounds of cans for $3.90. Since 2015 CtK has
recycled 384 pounds of cans for $130. Every little bit
helps!
Amazon Smile Program: CtK received a $68 donation from the
AmazonSmile Foundation as a result of AmazonSmile program activity
between October 1st and December 31st, 2020. Since October 2017 CtK
has received $347 from the AmazonSmile program. Thanks to everyone
who has ordered through smile.amazon.com to benefit Christ the King.
(To register, go to smile.amazon.com and choose Christ the King
Lutheran, Twinsburg - or whatever charity you prefer - to receive
contributions for most Amazon purchases made by going through
smile.amazon.com.)

Greg & Jan Tulley
Kevin & Cathy Basom

7-Apr
12-Apr

Sue & Ted Brunst
Karen & Bill Reid

19-Apr
21-Apr
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7TH-12TH GRADERS TO HIKE
MARCH 28TH!
On Sunday, March 28th, at 1:00 PM
all 7th - 12th graders are invited to
meet at Liberty Park parking lot at the
corner of Liberty & Post Roads for a
hike. The group will decide when they
get there what trail or trails to hike.
Dress for the weather, and remember to wear
hiking boots or old shoes. Hikers will be masked and
socially distanced. If a student will be hiking without a
parent, they must have a signed parental permission
slip. Talk to Mr. David Schiopota if you need a
permission slip or have questions.
IS ANYONE OUT THERE GRADUATING?
If you are graduating from high school, college, or
a career program this spring, please tell Wendy in the
office if you would like to have the occasion noted in
a future Messenger. Please include your name, degree
or certification awarded, date of completion, school
name, and future plans.
7TH—12TH GRADERS ZOOM TO SUNDAY SCHOOL
Mr. David Schiopota, the leader of the 7th - 12th
grade Sunday school class, hosts a weekly Zoom
group for the class from 4 to 5 PM on Sundays. Please
contact David if your student wants to be part of the
class. Class will not meet on March 28th because of the
youth hike or on April 4th because it is Easter!
FAITH WEDNESDAY STUDY ENDS APRIL 14TH
Pastor Matthew will lead his final weekly Faith
Wednesday Bible study at noon on April 14th via
Zoom.
Contact
Pastor
Matthew
at
pmatthew@ctktwinsburg.com for the Zoom invitation
to the class.
WOMEN’S BIBLE GROUP STUDIES ANGELS
The Tuesday Women’s Bible Study is studying
Journeys with Angels from Gather magazine. Wendy
Gibbons leads the sessions on Zoom on Tuesdays
from 1:00 to 2:00 PM. (Anticipating possible effects of
her second COVID-19 vaccination, Wendy has
cancelled Bible study on April 13th.) All women are
welcome! Contact Wendy for the Zoom invitation to
the group. PDF copies of the study will be provided if
you do not have a subscription to Gather. (At press
time the group had begun to study from the March
issue of Gather.)
FAITH FORMATION RESOURCE EMAILED WEEKLY
On Fridays, Wendy emails a link to the weekly
taking faith home resource while pandemic
restrictions prevent in-person Sunday school. These
publications are lectionary based and include daily
Bible readings, a verse for the week, prayers, and a
blessing, in addition to devotions, suggestions for acts
of service, conversation starters, and rituals and
traditions.

2021

A NOTE OF THANKS
Dear Christ the King family,
We are grateful to
everyone for their prayers,
kind thoughts, emails,
messages,
and
cards
following the death of my
mom, Jane Mead, on
February 21st. While she never contracted
COVID-19, we believe the isolation imposed
by pandemic restrictions played a role in
the decline in her health.
We rejoice in the hope of Christ’s
resurrection, knowing that after a difficult
year Mom rests in God’s peace.
Yours in Christ,
Wendy & John Gibbons

...worship helpers, including Katie Bach, Kevin Basom,
Kristin Bedford, Bob Coleman, Mike Coss, John
Gibbons, Julie & Pastor Matthew Groenke, Linda
Mondry, Karen Reid, Jane Zaremba
...Mike Coss for cleaning the narthex floor after much
salt was tracked in this winter
...David Schiopota for new pandemic guideline signs
and to Glenn Fasnacht & Mike Coss for posting them
around the building
...Jake Biltz and Bob Coleman for dragging the Bee/
Pollinator habitat field with a rake that Jake crafted
and then spreading seeds for some bee-tempting
perennials
...Bob Coleman, Rich Ciarniello, and Tom Pituch for
replacing the Narthex furnace blower motor. (The
furnace is in good condition but the air conditioning
unit needs to be worked on before summer.)
...Jean Coss for weekly Ecology Fun Facts
...Karen Reid for keeping the St. Pauly shed in order
and rescuing clothing for people with specific needs
...John Gibbons for recycling aluminum cans and to
everyone who donates them
...2020 Easter flower donors who gave a total of 36
plants to beautify the chancel and the drive-in
worship space: Zareh Avitsian, Tina & Bob Coleman,
Lisa & Rob Doty, Chris Driver, Nancy & Glenn
Fasnacht, Wendy & John Gibbons, Cindy & Joe Meyer,
Sandy Molnar, Linda Mondry, Ginger & Tom Pituch,
Karen Reid, Janet & David Schiopota family, Stacy
Sykora, Denise Tiearney, Pat & Rich Wilhelms, Jane
Zaremba
...Karen Reid & Sally Morris for helping deliver and
arrange Easter flowers.
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God will transform this church
By Rev. Elizabeth Eaton, Presiding Bishop of the ELCA
The Evangelical Lutheran Church in America. That’s our name. At least two parts of our
name, “Evangelical” and “Church,” are either misunderstood or an outright stumbling
block for a significant percentage of the American population.
Pew Research reports that over one-fifth of the U.S. public—and a third under 30—are
religiously unaffiliated. These are the “nones.” The religiously unaffiliated, whether
never churched or dechurched, don’t have a favorable impression of church. They see
it as extremist, full of hypocrites, judgmental, anti-science, anti-intellectual, dogmatic,
overly concerned about other people’s morality, naïve and out of touch. Ouch.
In the eyes of the nones, the ELCA gets lumped in with everyone else. Though we
aren’t perfect, and some of the characteristics of church apply to us at various times, we have a theology based
on a liberating gospel of Jesus Christ that is the euangelion—the good news. The “Evangelical” in our name
points to the transforming love of Jesus, to reconciliation, to freedom, to grace. It’s expansive, for everyone and
all creation. It doesn’t require our effort or our merit, only our trust in God’s promise.
It’s not naïve. Scripture, Martin Luther, Dietrich Bonhoeffer and others were clear-eyed about the reality of
human sin and brokenness and the devastating consequences for individuals, groups of people and creation
that result. There is judgment, but it is God’s, not ours. Our evangelical understanding of God’s word is that it is
both law and gospel, judgment and promise. We aren’t an everything goes, antinomian church.
I remember the light bulbs going off in my catechism students’ heads when learning about grace. Does it give
us license to do anything we want? Paul had to address the same line of thinking in the letter to the Romans.
No. Grace makes it possible to be honest with ourselves and face our sin because the Spirit grants us the
space, time and desire to turn from our sin to the source of life.

Though we aren’t perfect, we have a theology based on a liberating gospel of Jesus Christ that
is the euangelion—the good news.
Our evangelical witness is full of paradox—we are simultaneously saint and sinner. Yes, there is hypocrisy in
the church—welcome to humanity! But there is also beauty and love poured by the Spirit into sometimes
stubborn and broken hearts. There is law and gospel. We are at once perfectly free and lord of all and bound
and servant of all (Luther’s The Freedom of a Christian).
Our evangelical witness is that God called the creation good; that we have been given the gift of curiosity that
compels us to study the natural world, to engage in scientific research. The more we know about creation, the
closer we draw to the Creator. We aren’t anti-intellectual—Luther was a college professor after all.
I happen to know some millennials who had conversations with their none neighbors. These conversations
were open and engaged. The none neighbors carried the above-mentioned perceptions of church, but they
also knew that their millennial friends served as Young Adults in Global Mission and were active in their
congregation. The nones were trying to reconcile their perceptions of church with their experience of actual
Lutherans—one of whom is a scientist. Without that relationship, the nones would never have known a true
evangelical witness to the liberating good news of Jesus.
In this issue you have read about Future Church. [Christ the King Messenger editor’s note: See pages 13 - 15 of
this issue.] God is calling us into this exciting mission, and the Spirit will activate each of us to invite people to
know the way of Jesus and discover community, justice and love. The ELCA can hold up our evangelical
witness, which is an alternative face of Christianity—not for institutional survival, but so that more people will
experience the deep love of Jesus, be transformed and liberated by that love and “work for justice and
peace” (Evangelical Lutheran Worship, Holy Baptism).
This mission will take all of us, and it means actual relationships with real people led by an incarnational God. I
believe that God will transform this church.
Reprinted from Living Lutheran with permission.
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Something new emerges
Reflections from a pastor living with disabilities
By Terrence McCarthy

iStock.com/Sloop Communications

Recently, I’ve been reflecting on grief—not simply the sorrow experienced upon loss of a loved one but any
type of loss. We grieve when we lose a job or experience financial difficulties. We grieve when we face
challenges to our health and, daily, when we face chronic pain, illness or disability. We grieve when we must
change short-term plans unexpectedly or when our long-term expectations aren’t realized.
In the moment, I haven’t always been aware of these small daily doses of grief. But I believe it’s helpful for us
to understand that we grieve daily and to name those small or ongoing losses. Otherwise, they can build up
over time and impact our physical, social, emotional and spiritual well-being.
The grief in these losses is unpredictable and can come in waves. You can be fine, even joyful, one moment—
then the wave hits, and, suddenly, you’re a pile of dust on the floor.
Four years ago, I was diagnosed with multiple sclerosis. Four months after that, I experienced a stroke. The
MS diagnosis came after many appointments and tests for neurological changes I felt were happening. The
stroke occurred suddenly, as I was watching my then-9-year-old son’s baseball game.
After five months of inpatient rehabilitation at four separate facilities, I finally arrived home and began trying to
adjust to life after the permanent motor paralysis of my left arm and leg.
My grief—and my absolute resolve not to be immobilized but to return to my ministry and relationships as fully
and independently as I could—caused anxiety in my home. My perseverance (which my spouse called
stubbornness), my urgency to move forward as quickly as I could and my lack of awareness of my own
impairments were other aggravating factors.
If I were asked how one survives after a life-changing loss, I hope I would have the wisdom and courage to say
with compassion that you don’t survive—part of you dies. The part that was with this person, or this dream or
this financial stability, can die. But when something dies, there are always remains. And out of these remains,
something new can emerge.
The apostle Paul tells us that faith, hope and love remain (1 Corinthians 13:13). Earlier in the chapter, he tells
us that love endures all things. I have found this to be true.

The grief in these losses is unpredictable and can come in waves .
One activity that I’ve treasured over the years has been collecting dead tree branches and carving them into
walking sticks with my son, Luke. When I first had my stroke and discovered that my left arm was severely
affected, I was afraid I would never be able to carve sticks again.
Thanks to a wonderful recreational therapist who planted the seed with me in the first weeks after my stroke, I
found myself picking up a stick and a knife about two years later and trying to figure out some way I could
carve the stick. I do it differently now than I did before. A lot of the time, I hold the stick between my knees,
(Continued on page 9)
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position it against my shoulder or anchor it with the weight of my left upper arm and elbow on one end.
I call this “carving resurrection wood” because the sticks I start with have broken off a tree or been cut down
and left to rot. With patience and persistence, I’m able to turn them into items that I hope not only look sharp
but can be life-giving to others.
The gift that emerges from the ashes of what we lost doesn’t replace what was lost, but it can point us in new
directions. My greatest fear after having my stroke and realizing my limitations—to my mobility, my endurance,
my concentration and my attention—was that I had lost my profession.
It was a profession I had aspired to my entire life. I had finally entered seminary, graduated and been
ordained—then, five years later, bam! My ministry was dead. Or so I thought.
After inpatient rehab, I received home-based, then outpatient, therapy for six more months. Gradually, my
mobility and endurance improved. I began to think about returning to professional ministry in some capacity.
I learned that the Gettysburg, Pa., campus of United Lutheran Seminary was looking for a chaplain and
pastoral presence. The part-time position was a perfect fit. I am blessed that this ministry emerged from the
remains of what I had lost.
I find statements that one “gets over” or “moves on” from grief to be harmful platitudes. Grief isn’t something
you recover from. It may change over time, and people might integrate it into their sense of self.
Now I simply identify myself as living amid grief. I am living after a life-altering stroke and a diagnosis of
progressive MS. I’m living with the blessing of being a pastoral presence for students. I am living with my loved
ones and treasured friends. I am living. That’s who I am.
Terrence McCarthy is a worship life coordinator and a pastoral presence for United Lutheran Seminary.
Reprinted from Living Lutheran with permission.

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Servants in the time of COVID-19
By Jennifer Bringle
As the coronavirus pandemic has swept the globe, it has brought pain and loss, disrupted lives and pushed
many to a breaking point. But this health crisis has created something else too—a call to service, a spirit of
helping others, a renewed appreciation for what truly matters.
Through their professional roles and volunteer endeavors, Lutherans have felt this call to provide comfort,
assistance and the promise of God’s love to their fellow human. Whether through front-line work with patients,
comforting grieving families, making masks, or donating time and supplies, Lutherans are stepping up to help
others weather this storm. Here are a few of their stories.

Answering the call

Tammy Schacher never imagined she’d be working on the front line of a global pandemic. As the assistant to
Jon Anderson, bishop of the Southwestern Minnesota Synod, Schacher stays busy helping the office run
smoothly. But after her day job ends, she puts on her second hat as a volunteer EMT and ambulance director
in rural Minnesota.
In many rural areas, hospitals and fire departments rely on volunteers to provide service to outlying
communities. Schacher said she signed up for EMT training after realizing there was a shortage of volunteers
in her area.
“Ten years ago, I was really sick one night, and my husband was on the fire department, and I’d hear them
calling over the radio,” she said. “They had to page twice for an ambulance because they didn’t have enough
people. I knew there was a need, and I felt like I needed to help.”
Schacher devotes 10 hours per week to her role as an ambulance director, fielding calls and making sure her
staff is aware of ever-changing COVID-19 protocols. On top of that, she answers as many calls as possible as

(Continued on page 10)
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an EMT.
“Bishop Jon has always been very supportive,” she said of juggling her volunteer work with her synod job. “Last
week we were in the middle of a Teams call, and the tones dropped and he said, ‘Go.’ Bishop Jon says I always
run to the fire—that’s why I’m the synod assembly manager, and that’s why I do this.”
While Schacher said an EMT’s role is often challenging due to the severity of most calls, the job has gotten
significantly more difficult during the pandemic.
“The hard part about this COVID period for me has been having to defend these deaths and having to defend
the work that we do,” she said. “It’s not about being a hero—none of us do this for that—but having to defend
putting your mask on. If you don’t believe this is a real thing, why don’t you get in the ambulance with me? It’s
been very hard emotionally, and I’m tired.”
Despite the challenges, Schacher still loves this service because it allows her to be a tool of God to provide
comfort to those who need it most. “Sometimes you put yourself aside and let God do his work,” she said. “You
just sit and be silent and pray, and it’s amazing what you can do in that time and space.”

Helping families say goodbye

Few cities have been harder hit by COVID-19 than New York City. Chris Kasler, a member of Lutheran Church
of the Good Shepherd in Brooklyn, knows the sum of that human toll better than most. A funeral director at
Sherman’s Flatbush Memorial Chapel, he has buried hundreds of COVID-19 victims.
“Average funeral homes do around 200 funerals a year; we’re at about 1,400 this year,” he estimated in late
December. “We had 402 COVID funerals in six weeks. I never thought in my wildest dreams I’d see anything
like this.”
Kasler is no stranger to death. He grew up in the funeral business, the son and grandson of funeral directors.
When his family sold their business, he went to work at Sherman’s, the oldest Jewish funeral home in Brooklyn.
During the spring 2020 COVID-19 surge, Kasler said the funeral home was so inundated with bodies that they
were forced to temporarily store them in wooden boxes on the pews in the chapel, turning the air conditioning
temperature as low as possible.
The staff was completely overwhelmed, not only with preparing bodies for burial or cremation but also with
trying to support the bereaved families.
“You’re dealing with people during an extremely emotional time, and a lot of the deaths are unexpected,” Kasler
said. “A lot of them aren’t people who are sick. They’re old, but people expect to be with their parents for
another 10 years, and then comes the virus and that’s all gone.”
For Kasler, being able to help families through the difficult process of saying goodbye feels like an extension of
his faith, a way to bring God’s peace and comfort to those in need. But during the pandemic, he has had to lean
on that faith himself, to help him get through an unprecedented time of grief.
“It’s a ministry that I think is often forgotten,” he said. “I know that I’ve made a difficult time easier for people, but
this is one time that it was harder on me personally because I couldn’t make it easier for people. My faith goes
much, much deeper than my skin, which is probably why I’m still doing what I do. It’s rough.”

Meeting the need

Like so many, Ann Schwartz sat inside her home last spring, wondering how she could help those affected by
the COVID-19 pandemic. She was on sabbatical from her job as a sociologist, so Schwartz had time on her
hands and wanted to use it for good.
So she thought back to her 4-H days and brushed off her sewing machine to make masks for Lutheran World
Relief’s “75,000 Face Mask Challenge.” But after sewing masks for the effort, she wanted to do more.
Schwartz got involved in outreach work at her congregation (Grace Lutheran in Round Rock, Texas), delivered
meals to retirement community residents and donated supplies to an emergency shelter for children.
Still, Schwartz wanted to do more. Relying on her training as a sociologist, she got involved with several
organizations that were working in Austin to do online monitoring of the virtual eviction courts. The work they did
helped convince city officials to halt evictions during the pandemic, and Schwartz hopes it will have a lasting
impact on how evictions are handled.
(Continued on page 11)

APRIL

PAGE 11

2021

(Continued from page 10)

“We recognize it more when more people are impacted, but there are people affected by eviction all the time,”
she said. “Because it’s happening on a larger scale right now, and the way we look at the pandemic, it’s
causing people to see the issue in a different way.”
Schwartz sees the work she’s done as living proof of the power of “God’s work. Our hands.”
“It’s an outgrowth of my faith,” she said. “There are different ways we can love and serve our neighbor, and that
can happen on a very personal, individual level. But we are also called to look at how we can impact systems,
and because I’m a sociologist, that is a lens I use when thinking about the world.”

Bringing hope

Spring 2020 was one of the most difficult seasons of Charleen Tachibana’s medical career. As chief nursing
officer and senior vice president for quality and safety at Virginia Mason Health System, Tachibana worked at
the epicenter of the burgeoning pandemic, just miles from Life Care Center of Kirkland, Wash., the location of
the first COVID-19 outbreak in the United States.
“That nursing home is a block from our church (Holy Spirit Lutheran)—it really was close, and there were a
number of our members there,” Tachibana said of the nursing facility that recorded 46 deaths among residents,
staff and visitors.
That outbreak was just the beginning. As the pandemic intensified, Tachibana and her team worked around the
clock, logging 13- to 15-hour shifts some days, to treat those affected by the virus.
“We didn’t know what we were dealing with,” she said. “There were no standards of care or protocols
developed. There was a lot of coordination across the county and with the state, trying to understand and put
standards of care together very rapidly. Our intent was to keep our workforce safe and save as many lives as
we could.”
During those difficult times, Tachibana—a graduate of ELCA-affiliated Pacific Lutheran University, Tacoma,
Wash.—leaned heavily on her faith to stay focused and overcome the previously unimaginable challenges of
working to save lives during a pandemic.
“You’re just being called to a different reason for serving and for getting up in the morning and understanding
what you do has an impact on others,” she said. “I’ve always felt my skills and abilities have been a gift to me
that you don’t waste. My faith gives me that sense of vocation, that sense of calling and purpose of serving
others for the greater good.”
Now that service comes in the form of administering COVID-19 vaccinations at a clinic that runs 15 hours a
day, seven days a week. Tachibana said some of the first patients to receive the vaccine were residents of a
long-term care facility across the street from the hospital, many of whom hadn’t left their rooms since March
2020.
“It’s joyous,” she said of administering the vaccine. “Every shot you put in someone’s arm, there’s
this special feeling that you’re protecting one more person from this disease.”
Jennifer Bringle is a writer, editor and lifelong Lutheran who lives in Greensboro, N.C., with her husband
and young son.
Reprinted from Living Lutheran with permission.
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So more people may know the way of Jesus
ELCA implements Future Church design
By Megan Brandsrud

On Feb. 1, the ELCA churchwide organization implemented
Future Church, a new working structure focused on motivating
the entire church to actively share the way of Jesus with more
people so that they might experience community, justice and
love. The design emphasizes the belief that members,
congregations, synods, the churchwide organization and its partner organizations all have important roles in
the church’s mission.
(Continued on page 12)
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The church’s three expressions (congregations, synods and the churchwide organization) will remain, but the
Future Church design is centered on a “One Church” identity that will bring greater collaboration to the mission
of sharing the gospel and God’s grace in the world.
This new design stresses three goals:

•

A welcoming church that engages new, young and diverse people.

•

A thriving church rooted in tradition but radically relevant.

A connected, sustainable church that shares a common purpose and direction.
To implement the Future Church design, structural changes were made that resulted in a 5% reduction in staff
and the creation of new departments, called home areas.
Living Lutheran talked about Future Church and what it means for the life of the ELCA with Presiding Bishop
Elizabeth Eaton; Phil Hirsch, executive director of ELCA Christian Community and Leadership; Mikka
McCracken, executive director of ELCA Innovation; and Bill Horne, ELCA vice president. The interview has
been edited for clarity and length.
Living Lutheran: What is the purpose of Future Church, and what is most important for people to know
about it?
Eaton: We’ve tried to emphasize that this isn’t something that just sprang up because of or during the
pandemic, but this is building on work that we’ve done for years. We’re not doing this to combat or counteract
the trend lines that we see in the church, though that is something we’re concerned about.
We’re trying to find a way to activate each of us to invite more people into the way of Jesus and find
community, justice and love. That’s it. The way of Jesus.
When you talk about church out in the world, especially when you have an “evangelical” in it, it’s a church that
is anti-science, anti-intellectual, anti-gay, anti-having any kind of dialogue, and we have a theology that is the
opposite of that. How can we now be the ones to grab hold of that doctrine of grace and justification that brings
freedom, and invite more people into that and have that be heard as an authentic voice of Christianity?
Hirsch: This is something that’s authentically Lutheran. Martin Luther, at a time when the church of his day was
facing a crisis of its own, what did he have them do but drill down to the core of the gospel message and hold
true to a few core principles and then innovate on everything else. That’s what he taught us, and that’s what
we’re doing here. So, we talk about becoming an innovation denomination, but that’s who we’ve been since the
start.
McCracken: Innovation is a means—not an end. Part of this purpose statement of activating each of us is, for
me, about connecting to that sense of vocation. For Luther you could be a bread maker, a shoe fixer … as long
as you were doing that in service to the neighbor and with the heart of the gospel, you were connecting and
living your life of faith. How do we return to that as we think about innovation?
Each person has a vocation that’s a gift from God. When we become the body of Christ and live more fully into
that collective, all things are possible.
What are some of the disruptions that have affected the church’s ability to reach people, and how does
Future Church address them?
Hirsch: One is that people don’t just come to church as a matter of course anymore. Instead of expecting that
people are going to come to us, maybe we need to think about going to them, particularly for young adults.
Secondly, we are a very monocultural church in a very multicultural world. The issue there is, what witness
does it bear to the kingdom of God—the way we understand God to be and the kingdom of heaven to be—to
be that very white church in an increasingly diverse world? The way to get at it is to begin by naming it and then
take some steps. Instead of expecting people to come to us, we go to them and listen to what their needs are
and then craft ministries to begin to meet those needs. When it comes to becoming a more multicultural church,
more diverse people, there’s a lot to be said about that, but we have to learn about and respect our neighbor’s
culture in ways that we haven’t before.

(Continued on page 13)
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Eaton: And certainly being forced to shelter in place. We were disrupted that we couldn’t do business in the
same ways, and we found out we could be a lot more creative and efficient in this new way. That would’ve
never happened if we weren’t forced out of the office or out of our congregations. And we’ve adapted. We’re
reaching more people now than we have reached before with the good news of the gospel of Jesus.
So when we can worship in person, which I think is an extremely important component of the Christian life, how
do we make sure we still stay in contact with those people who will not come into our church buildings? And
what have we learned or can we learn about online community?
Hirsch: I think one of the disruptions is also that the way human community is forming is changing at an
increasingly rapid rate. People form human communities now online, and it’s not just a virtual experience to
supplement the in-person. It is its own experience. That is new to human community. The world nor the church
have seen this before, and the church has now taken a huge step to adapt to this.
We need to be able to make adaptations like that as a regular course of what we do because it’s changing so
quickly.
McCracken: To build on that piece, about human community, it’s not only the forming but the finding and
belonging that changes with that. When you consider that 48% of Gen Z (born in the late 1990s and early
2000s) is going to be people who don’t identify as white in terms of racial identity, what does that mean for us?
How do we have to grow and adapt so that we can be this place for all, that vision that we have?
Hirsch: And it is not just our vision for the church; this is our understanding of the kingdom of God, and it was
the way of the early church. So in a way, it’s a callback to the roots of who the church was from the start, which
was not only more ethnically diverse but more economically diverse than what we are today.
The Future Church design focuses on working as “One Church.” How will the expressions of the
church be working together in this new design?
Eaton: It’s our intent to contact a million new people and introduce them to the ELCA as this community of
Jesus. This has to be our great mission and our great purpose. It can’t be done by those of us in the
churchwide organization developing programs or issuing directives. It can’t be done just by congregations. We
have so many other beautiful resources that can be brought into play to give people entry points to come into
this community. I mean, 1 in 50 Americans is touched by a Lutheran service organization. Right there, we are in
contact with people.
Hirsch: This is something we hope everyone will see their place in—that they will be able to find a way to reach
out to somebody new around them. We know that belonging usually precedes believing. So we’re hoping that
people will have a sense of belonging to each other, and then we need to do better at helping people
understand the way of Christ.
We’ve been very good at that for people who would come and baptize their babies and bring them up in
Sunday school and confirm them, but when that is no longer the primary way people are engaging with religion,
we need to make some shifts and begin to ask how else we can bring along adults and help them discover this
way of living and of loving in the world. And to be changed by the grace of God.
Eaton: I think here is where the innovation lab is going to be a very important incubator for us, because we
need new ideas and new ways to do this that we haven’t even thought of.
McCracken: If this year of working with the lab has taught us anything—the best ideas, no offense to us, don’t
necessarily come from churchwide. Synods and congregations are encountering this more and have more
aptitude for innovation because they’re closer to the members, they’re closer to the community.
“One Church,” I think, means, “How might we learn from one another in new and different ways so we don’t
have to re-create the wheel and are able to share good ideas and offer encouragement?” One person with a
good idea really only needs a little bit of encouragement.
How can members get involved in this shared mission—the purpose of Future Church?
McCracken: Check out what’s already happening by you. I have been in so many conversations with places
like Augsburg University or Luther and a handful of synods that are far out ahead of us in this innovation work
and have been doing it for many years. There are a lot of resources that exist already, and that’s something
that we would hope to build on.
(Continued on page 14)
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Also, the ELCA is just so excited about the opportunity to work on the “Congregations Lead” initiative with
support from Lilly [Endowment Inc.] and their Thriving Congregations work. That will be a fairly small group in
terms of a pilot group for that work, but we know we’re going to learn so much from those congregational
partners and synods. And hopefully those will be some inspiration points and ideas that we’re able to share
back with the church.
Hirsch: This is maybe going to sound very basic, but I would also encourage people—if they’re really going to
be active in this—to be grounded in their Christian life through prayer and reading Scripture. You can’t give
what you don’t have, and the more our own people have the sense that they are so completely loved by God
and unconditionally, the better they’re going to be able to share that with others. If they don’t have that, it will be
a program, but if they have that, everything else will become clear.
Horne: Our focus on innovation gives our members an opportunity to show that love for Jesus to others.
Working in a much more collaborative environment, that is where the person in the congregation can see a
connection to others who may work in other parts of the church and, because of what they do, can help give life
and meaning to some ideas that they have, where they are located. We can become better connected because
we share that experience with Christ.
Eaton: Phil is absolutely right. This is not just a technique or a program, but it’s a way of being. And as Bill just
mentioned, we’re not used to being one church, working all together. We don’t see ourselves as connected, but
in baptism we are connected already.
What are you most excited about with the Future Church design, and what do you want members to feel
hopeful about for what’s to come?
Horne: I hope when they read this article, they come to the conclusion that there are so many possibilities of
how we can be church. For years I’ve heard people complain and criticize the church for not being able to do
this or do that, and often the criticism was directed at how our three expressions function. When they begin to
experience what it means to be one church, these barriers melt away because there are things that you can do,
and we’re committed to being church in a way that embraces good ideas, embraces innovative ways of serving
God.
Eaton: We are on a mission from God. That’s exciting! Our lives have meaning, deep meaning. They’ve been
given meaning because we’re beloved of God. And then we’re free to share that.
I think we live pretty isolated lives in the United States in a lot of ways, but we’re not alone. We don’t do this
alone; we’re invited into this great cloud of witnesses. That, to me, is exciting. That we have this mission that’s
been given to us—and doing it all together!
Hirsch: I know that some people are concerned that focusing on new people, on others, will take away
something from their experience of church. My experience is that when people see others come to faith,
experience the love and the belonging that is in community, the longing for justice and peace, the people who
were there all along are energized in a way that’s hard to describe. My hope for the church is that we will have
that experience again. Because I think once people get a taste of it, there’s just nothing like it.
McCracken: To speak very personally, as someone who is as old as the ELCA and has only ever known this
denomination, I would love to be part of a future church movement that isn’t only defined by decline and failure
to reflect the diversity in which God gifts and creates. I want to be part of telling the old, old story of Jesus and
God’s love so more people have a chance to think about church and community in new ways. I want to be part
of a church—the people of God—that trusts so deeply in the transformative power of life in Christ that we insist
on change.
I believe the abundance of God is going to be so incredible, we’re not even going to know what to do with it.
That’s my hope.
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Drive-In Worship

March 28th, 9:30 AM Palm/Passion Sunday worship begins with procession with palms; includes reading of
Christ’s Passion and Holy Communion
April 1st, 7:00 PM Maundy Thursday worship celebrates Jesus’ last meal with his disciples at which he
instituted the practice of Holy Communion
April 2nd, 7:00 PM Good Friday worship commemorates the day Jesus was crucified; service of darkness and
shadows, concluding with Veneration of the Cross
April 3rd, 8:00 PM Easter Vigil worship remembers the faithfulness of God to his people; includes
proclamation of Christ’s resurrection and Holy Communion
April 4th, 9:30 AM Easter Sunday worship celebrates Jesus’ Resurrection and his victory over sin and death;
includes Holy Communion
Alleluia! Christ Is Risen!
All Holy Week worship services will also be recorded and uploaded to the CtK Twinsburg channel of
YouTube.com: https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC0DyPtpgvHWrYdrFgWQso5A
(Continued from page 14)

New home areas

The Future Church design has created four new home areas that encompass the work of the churchwide
organization.

Christian Community and Leadership

Led by Phil Hirsch, this home area recruits, trains and deploys leaders, and establishes and grows Christian
communities. Programs include congregational vitality, campus ministry, the ELCA Youth Gathering, children’s
ministry, young adult ministry, worship, federal chaplaincy, Young Adults in Global Mission, and ELCA colleges
and universities.

Innovation

Led by Mikka McCracken, this home area champions and drives innovation culture (the development of new
and useful things) and leaders. Programs include Resourceful Servants and Innovation Services.

Service and Justice

Led by Rafael Malpica Padilla, this home area fosters and facilitates the church’s engagement in service and
promotes efforts to call and act for justice. Programs include global service, ethnic ministries and associations,
ELCA World Hunger, Lutheran Disaster Response, advocacy, and the Accompanying Migrant Minors with
Protection, Advocacy, Representation and Opportunities (AMMPARO) strategy.

Operations

Operations comprises the work of the Office of the Presiding Bishop, Office of the Secretary and Office of the
Treasurer. This home area includes the work of development, ecumenical and interreligious relations,
theological discernment, communications, the archives, synod relations, rosters and records, finance and
information technology.
Brandsrud is a content editor of Living Lutheran.
Reprinted from Living Lutheran with permission.
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Pastor Matthew Groenke’s Final Sunday
at Christ the King - April 11th, 2021

Holy Week Drive-In Worship

March 28th, 9:30 AM Palm/Passion Sunday worship begins
with procession with palms; includes reading of Christ’s
Passion and Holy Communion
April 1st, 7:00 PM Maundy Thursday worship
commemorates Jesus’ last meal with his disciples at which
he instituted the practice of Holy Communion
April 2nd, 7:00 PM Good Friday worship connotes the day
Jesus was crucified; service of darkness and shadows,
concluding with Veneration of the Cross
April 3rd, 8:00 PM Easter Vigil worship remembers the
faithfulness of God to his people; includes proclamation of
Christ’s resurrection and Holy Communion
April 4th, 9:30 AM Easter Sunday worship celebrates Jesus’
Resurrection and his victory over sin and death; includes
Holy Communion
Alleluia! Christ Is Risen!
Holy Week worship services will also be recorded and
uploaded to the CtK Twinsburg channel of YouTube.com:
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC0DyPtpgvHWrYdrFgWQso5A

Stay after worship for a masked, socially distanced
farewell reception with light refreshments.

Christ the King welcomes you to our
worship, fellowship, and service!
Sunday Outdoor Worship w/Communion ......9:30 AM
Worship with us from home weekly at the CtK
Twinsburg channel of YouTube:
https://www.youtube.com/channel/
UC0DyPtpgvHWrYdrFgWQso5A
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