
GRATITUDE CELEBRATION WILL 
BE IN OCTOBER 
     CtK’s annual Gratitude 
Celebration will be a part of 
worship on three Sundays in 
October, beginning October 17th 
and culminating with Gratitude 
Sunday on October 31st. This will 
be an opportunity for you to 
evaluate your God-given gifts and 
how you can share them through the ministries of 
CtK. Watch the Weekend Messenger for more 
information. 

 
CTK 2021 ELECTION MEETING 
WILL BE NOVEMBER 21ST 
         Council has set the date for 
CtK’s annual election meeting for 
Sunday, November 21st, after 
worship. Please mark your calendar, 
and plan to attend the election 
meeting!  This year there are three 
two-year Council-at-Large 
positions, one four-year 
Endowment Committee position, 

and up to six 2022 Nominating Committee members 
to be elected. The 2022 Continuation & Improvement 
Plan (formerly known as the budget) must also be 
approved. 
    The 2021 Nominating Committee is creating a slate 
of candidates for CtK’s November 21st election.  The 
2021 Nominating Committee members are David 
Schiopota, coordinator, Linda Bendler, Paul Bucholtz, 
and Chris Driver.  If a member of the committee calls 
you to run for a position, please prayerfully consider 
the request.      
 

SPECIAL MEETING SET FOR 
NOVEMBER 7TH 
     CtK Council is calling a 
Special Congregational 
Meeting immediately 
following worship on Sunday, 
November 7th, to share the 
results of the Financial Review Process. Please direct 
your questions to any member of Council or to Pastor 
Jeff.  Please plan to attend.  
 
CANDIDATES’ PROFILES ARE REQUESTED 

     All candidates running for 
office in the November 21st 
election are asked to complete a 
brief biography and submit their 
photo to Wendy in the office by 

Sunday, October 31st.   The candidate biography form 
will be on the CtK website. 
     A booklet will be created of all candidates’ 
biographies and photos to help members meet the 
candidates and put faces with names. The complete 
booklet will be available online and as a printed 
document by Sunday, November 7th. 
 
WORSHIP TIME CHANGE WILL  BE ANNOUNCED 
     With summer officially over, sunrise 
getting later & later, and mornings 
feeling chillier, the time for Sunday 
morning outdoor worship will change.  
A survey was taken of the 
congregation seeking their worship 
preferences, and Council will announce 
any changes after their October 11th meeting.  

               READ ALL ABOUT IT! 
 
 

• Blood Drives at CtK  p. 2 

• CtK Studies   p. 3 

• Haven of Rest Supper  p. 6 

• Pastor’s Message  pp. 4-5 

• Shining the Light of Jesus p. 6 

The Messenger   OCTOBER           2021 

The Mission of Christ the King 

To Shine the light of Jesus, Reflect his unconditional love, and Mirror his kindness to all people. 

www.CtKTwinsburg.com 
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DO YOU BELIEVE IN THE POWER OF PRAYER? 
     Is prayer a vital part of your 
daily life?  Are you willing to 
pray for people even if you 
don’t know them and may 
never find out the outcome of their situations?  If so, 
being a part of the CtK prayer chain may be a good 
application of your gifts!  Prayer chain participants are 
CtK members, and all prayers are shared confidentially 
via email. 
     CtK has had a prayer chain under the umbrella of 
the Congregational Care Ministry for many years. 
Ginger Pituch has coordinated it for the past seven 
years and has faithfully notified a group of dedicated 
pray-ers of prayer needs during that time. She is ready 
for a change and will soon retire as the prayer chain 
coordinator, but the chain will be unbroken! 
     Many thanks to Ginger for her years of prayer 
leadership! Watch the Weekend Messenger for prayer 
chain updates. 
 
CTK HOSTS THREE MORE BLOOD DRIVES IN 2021 
     CtK’s pre-pandemic practice of hosting a blood 
drive every eight weeks has not returned, but CtK is 
hosting fewer blood drives than it did earlier in the 
pandemic.  Because the Red Cross is having difficulty 
staffing their blood drives, CtK will host a single blood 
drive monthly through the end of 2021. 

     Council has approved these final 
three 2021 blood drives: 
• Tuesday, October 5th, 12 - 6 PM 
• Tuesday, November 16th - 12 - 6 PM 
• Tuesday, December 7th - 12 - 6 PM 

     All donors are encouraged to register for 
an appointment at redcrossblood.org.  Please let 
Wendy know ASAP if you can register donors for a 
couple hours at any of the drives.  At press time the 
Red Cross required all donors and staff to be masked 
in the building. 
 
OCTOBER WORSHIP ASSISTANTS 
October 3 – Kristin Wedemeyer Goss 
October 10 – Karen Reid 
October 17 – Katie Bach 
October 24 – Mike Coss 
October 31 – Kristin Wedemeyer Goss 
 

taking faith home FLIERS 
WILL NO LONGER BE SENT 
     When the pandemic 
stopped regular Sunday church 

school in March 2020, Deacon Patti Jabre emailed 
materials for our students.  After Patti’s retirement, 
CtK subscribed to the weekly taking faith home fliers 
that have been emailed to the congregation on 
Fridays since September 2020.  At the September 12th 
Backpack Sunday meeting of Sunday school families, 
the consensus was to allow the subscription to expire 
in late November. Wendy will continue to email the 
resource on Fridays until it expires. 

WEAR RED FOR 
REFORMATION! 
     Sunday, October 31st, is 
Reformation Day.  This is 
the day that Martin Luther 
nailed his 95 theses 
critiquing the Roman 
Catholic Church on the 
cathedral door in 1517 and 
marks the earliest days of 
the Protestant Reformation.  
Red is the liturgical color 
for Reformation, so 
everyone is encouraged to 
wear red to worship that day. 
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DIRECTORY 

Some Sunday evenings... 
…a Twinsburg-area church 
serves a free Community Meal 
from 4 to 5:30 PM.  (Meals are 
carry-out only during the 
pandemic unless noted below.) 
 

Location Schedule 
2nd Sunday - Faith United Methodist Church, 2560 

Post Road, Twinsburg - limited indoor seating is 
available; their clothing closet is also open. 

4th Sunday - First Congregational Church, UCC, 
 9050 Church Street, Twinsburg 
5th Sunday - Christ the King Lutheran Church, 

10285 Ravenna Road, Twinsburg Carry-out 
meals will be offered at CtK October 31st, 2021. 

 

The church that hosted the 1st & 3rd Sundays is 
taking a break for health reasons. 

 

All are welcome for a free meal!  CtK’s meal on 
October 31st is carry-out only. 



STEWARDSHIP RENEWAL 
Promises of generosity are on our hearts and minds at 
this time of year at Christ the King. 
Taking the time to consider sharing of worthy gifts in 
your stewardship renewal promises is important. Your 
promises of support will continue the ministries in 
place. 
God is at work in all that we do at CtK and in the 
community. May we continue to shine the light of 
Jesus in all that we do. 
Sandy Molnar 
Financial Secretary 

COLLECTIONS AT CTK 
St. Pauly Used Clothing Shed: For 
August St. Pauly paid CtK $109 for 
items donated through the clothing 
shed behind the parking lot.  CtK has 
received $1121 in 2021 and $9655 
since CtK joined the St. Pauly program in 2014. 
Remember to bag all donations, which may include 
clothing, shoes, linens, belts, shoes, and stuffed 
animals.   
 
Aluminum Can Recycling:  In August CtK recycled 10.5 
pounds of cans for $3.25.  In 2021 a total of 42.1 
pounds of cans have been recycled for $13.15.  Since 
2015 CtK has recycled 413 pounds of cans for $140. 
Clean cans may be placed in the designated bin in the 
Giving Center. 
 
Amazon Smile Program: CtK received a $47.55 
donation from the AmazonSmile Foundation as a 
result of AmazonSmile program activity between April 
1st and June 30th, 2021.  CtK has received $441 from 
AmazonSmile since October 2017.  Thanks to 
everyone who has ordered through smile.amazon. 
com to benefit Christ the King. 
     To register, go to smile.amazon.com and choose 
Christ the King Lutheran, Twinsburg - or whatever 
charity you prefer - to receive contributions for most 
Amazon purchases made when you order through 
smile.amazon.com.  (If you choose CtK, here are a lot 
of Christ the King Lutheran congregations, so be sure 
to choose the one in Twinsburg!) 
 
 
 

 

OCTOBER                                              PAGE 3 2021 

Dear Christ the 
King Lutheran 
Church Family,  
Thank you for the 
generous 
scholarship for books and miscellaneous 
items I might need for college! It’s been 
really helpful for buying everything I 
need in order to properly pursue my 
education. Now that I’m prepared, I feel 
ready to take on any challenges I may face 
in the years ahead.  
Thank you!  
Evan Harnak 
 
NOON WEDNESDAY BOOK STUDY CONTINUES 

     Pastor Jeff’s Wednesday noon class is 
studying Mary Magdalene Revealed by 
Meggan Watterson. The group is open to 
everyone, and a typical session lasts until 
1:30 PM. See the calendar in the Weekend 
Messenger for the weekly topic of 

discussion. You may bring your lunch to eat during 
class. 
 
TUESDAY WOMEN STUDY THE HOLY SPIRIT 
     At 10:00 AM on Tuesdays, the CtK Women’s Bible 
Study group meets in room 105 or in the Fellowship 
Hall on blood drive days. Wendy Gibbons leads the 
group. All women are invited to attend these hour-
long sessions weekly or whenever their schedules 
allow. The sessions include time for fellowship and 
prayer, and there may be music, too!   
     The study through November, from the ELCA’s 
Gather magazine, is called The Gift of the Spirit by 
Sara Olson-Smith.  October’s session, in the 
September/October issue of Gather, is Spirit of God: 
Breath of God, Reviver & Reformer. “We will see the 
ways that the Spirit gives life - not just to us as 
individuals, but to our communities, reconciling us 
and forming us into life-giving communities, even in 
our diversity.” 
      
EVERY-OTHER-SUNDAY KIDS’ ACTIVITIES BEGIN 
     Because of kids’ busy schedules, activities for kids 
will take place during worship services every other 
week.  On September 26th kids-at-heart gathered for 
Bees & Geese  with Sally (Morris) & Bob (Coleman). 
Watch the Weekend Messenger for details of future 
activities and your chance to help. 
 
DAYLIGHT SAVING TIME ENDS NOVEMBER 7TH 
     When you go to bed Saturday, 
November 6th, remember to set your 
clock back one hour!  Daylight Saving 
Time ends at 2 AM November 7th, 
meaning you get an extra hour of sleep. 
If you forget to change your clocks, 
you’ll arrive an hour early for worship! 

 AUGUST 2021 FINANCE REPORT 
Complete financial information is posted 

on the kiosk outside the office. 

Operating Income $16,999  

Other designated income $280   

Total Income $17,279  

Operating Expenses $16,545  

Other payments $914   

Total Expenses $17,459  

Net Surplus / (Deficit) ($180)   

Monthly Budget $15,819  
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THE GIFT 
 
What if everything is a GIFT??? 
 
BOTH the things we like, that are enjoyable and pleasing to us, that we might call ‘good,’  
 
AND the things we don’t like, that are hard and painful and unpleasant, that we might call ‘bad.’  
 
There was once a couple- two souls very different and quite complementary- deeply committed to loving one 
another and their three daughters. The woman was suffering with worsening back pain, and was anxious to see 
her new doctor, after waiting through the summer to move into a new home, in a new city, in a new state.  
Monday finally came, and the doctor was wonderful, listening and examining carefully. He ordered an MRI for 
the following day, Tuesday. The couple was eager for the results, considering countless possibilities, and 
preparing themselves for whatever therapy, or treatment, or even surgery, might lie ahead to heal the back 
pain.  
The following morning, Wednesday, the doctor’s office called and asked if they could come into the office that 
afternoon.  
‘Yes, of course!’  
Then panic. Everything began to swirl. Reality blurred. Hearts pounded harder and faster than seemed humanly 
possible. Everything was happening so fast, and seemed to be accelerating even faster.  
‘This can’t be good,’ they worried together. 
In the doctor’s office that afternoon, frozen in fear, bracing for the blow they knew was coming, the doctor, with 
the greatest directness and compassion and urgency he could muster, uttered the words: 
‘I’m sorry to tell you this. It’s cancer. And it looks like it’s metastatic, spreading from somewhere, throughout 
your body. You need to go home, tell your daughters, pack a bag, and head straight to the hospital.’  
What happened after that is hard for the couple to remember, but they do recall finding themselves, after the 
initial week in the hospital and weeks of radiation and chemotherapy treatments, at a blood cancer symposium 
where the keynote speaker was one of the most renowned blood cancer doctors in the country, who would 
later become the woman’s transplant doctor. Each participant was given a slip of paper and a pen and asked to 
write the one word they would use to describe their experience with cancer.  
You can probably imagine many of the responses. What you might not imagine is the word the man wrote 
down. The couple themselves were surprised to read the four letters scrawled on his slip of paper: G I F T.  
It had only been a few short weeks since the couple had their entire lives turned upside down, altered forever, 
no chance of ever returning to what was, or even of living out the life they dreamed of.  
That first week in the hospital, in the midst of the swirling chaos, the couple found a calm center, a place of 
Love, from where they consciously decided, together, to share their new journey with anyone who wanted- the 
ugly parts, the beautiful parts, the joys, the struggles, the fears, the hopes, the healings, the sufferings, and the 
Love- ALL of it. For it ALL was a GIFT. 
 
And so we receive the Gift- the 3 steps to living Life as a Gift:  
 
Receptivity 
Step one is to receive everything as a gift. We can begin by receiving each breath as a gift. Then each bodily 
sensation, receiving as a gift. Each thought, each emotion, receive as a gift. Every person, every relationship, 
every interaction, every circumstance. Receive it all as a gift. 
 
Gratitude 
Step two is to say THANK YOU! As we receive all that we experience as a gift, we can practice gratitude. We can 
practice thanking God, thanking the Universe, for all that is. 
 
Generosity 
Step three is to share the gift. We don’t impose, or force, the gift of our lived experience on anyone. But we 
freely, and generously, and lovingly offer all that we are, all that we have, all that we’re becoming, in service to 
God, the Universe, for the greatest benefit of all! 

(Continued on page 5) 
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Born in Shiraz, a contemporary of Chaucer in 
England, lived a beloved poet of Persia, a Sufi 
master named Hafiz, thought to have written an 
estimated 5,000 poems. Only 500-700 have 
survived, and many are included in a book called 
‘The Gift.’ Once such poem, entitled ‘To Build a 
Swing,’ goes like this: 
 

You carry 
All the ingredients 

To turn your life into a nightmare-- 
Don’t mix them! 

 

You have all the genius 
To build a swing in your backyard 

For God. 
 

That sounds 
Like a hell of a lot more fun. 

Let’s start laughing, drawing blueprints, 
Gathering our talented friends. 

 

I will help you 
With my divine lyre and drum. 

 

Hafiz 
Will sing a thousand words 

You can take into your hands, 
Like golden saws, 
Silver hammers, 

 

Polished teakwood, 
Strong silk rope. 

 

You carry all the ingredients 
To turn your existence into joy,  

 

Mix them, mix 
Them! 

(Continued from page 4) 
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CTK TO SERVE OCTOBER 31ST COMMUNITY MEAL 
     Everyone is invited to CtK from 4:00 to 
5:30 PM on Sunday, October 31st, for a 
free meal.  The meals will be carry-out 
only.  Please speak with coordinator Mary 
Ellen Robinette if you would like to help 
or if you have any questions.   

     Local churches are scheduled to serve meals on 
certain Sundays each month. CtK is the host church 
for the fifth Sunday of the month, and after October 
will host the Sunday, January 30th, 2022 meal. (The 
church that hosted meals on the first and third 
Sundays each month is taking a break for health 
reasons.  See the amended monthly schedule in the 
box on page 2.)   
 
BACKPACK SUNDAY HIGHLIGHTS 
     On Backpack Sunday, September 12th, CtK had an 
especially kid-friendly worship service with a backpack 
blessing, songs, games, fun, and refreshments to 
celebrate our younger members. 



...by helping with the September 12th  Backpack Sunday reception: 
Emily Avitsian, Joanne & Rich Ciarniello, Wendy Gibbons, Sally 
Morris, Karen Reid, Mary Ellen Robinette 
 

...Bob Coleman by installing new Tank lawn mower cutting blades 
and agreeing to fix a broken bolt when replacement arrives 
 

...Bob Coleman by trimming branches along the trail behind the 
fire pit 
 

...Tom Pituch and Bob Coleman by reattaching shingles on three 
sides of the sanctuary roof peak that were blown off by high 
winds 
 

….Rich Ciarniello, Glenn Fasnacht, and Tom Pituch by removing 
and replacing rotted wood for the back main door roof and 
painting the replacement wood and trim 
 

...Mike Coss by opening the building for the Red Cross blood drive 
on September 21st 
 

...Ginger Pituch by cleaning rings from the toilets 
 

...Tom Pituch and Bob Coleman by investigating water leak alarms 
then reconnecting a disconnected drain to the outside  
 

...CtK gardener Lisa Doty by creating lovely fall arrangements to 
beautify the entrances at CtK 
 

...everyone who bags clothing for the St. Pauly shed, and Karen 
Reid by keeping the contents in order 
 

...everyone who drops off aluminum cans, and John Gibbons by 
recycling the cans 
 

...everyone who donates food in the TEAC bin, and Wendy 
Gibbons by delivering the donations 
 
HAVEN OF REST VOLUNTEERS 
NEEDED OCTOBER 31ST 
     Christ the King has agreed to 
serve supper at Haven of Rest in 
Akron whenever there is a fifth Saturday in a month.  October 31st 
will be the next such Saturday. Please contact Mike Coss, 
coordinator, if you’re interested in helping.  The group carpools 
from CtK around 5:00 PM and returns after 8:30 PM.  Volunteers 
must be 15 years old to serve food, but younger volunteers may 
help with set-up and clean-up.  
 

TEAC HAS COLLECTION BIN IN 
GIVING CENTER 
     There is a Giving Center bin for 
nonperishables for The Emergency 
Assistance Center serving northern 
Summit County.  Please tell Wendy if 

you place donations in the bin so she can arrange a timely 
delivery. 

CHRIST THE KING                                              PAGE 6 TWINSBURG, OHIO 

Charlie Poulton 3-Oct 

Lea Reyes 8-Oct 

Sonja Roe 8-Oct 

Vincent Spagnola 9-Oct 

Tom Pituch 13-Oct 

Rob Doty 16-Oct 

Jane Zaremba 17-Oct 

Bryan Bedford 18-Oct 

Heather Stayanchi 18-Oct 

Sue Simmons 19-Oct 

D. Urban 19-Oct 

Larry Jaskiel 20-Oct 

Michael Goodnight 25-Oct 

Kelly Ream 25-Oct 

Iris Thompson 27-Oct 

Bob Coleman 28-Oct 

  

Bob & Chanon Bortak 4-Oct 

Zar & Stacy Reyes 5-Oct 

Rob & Lisa Doty 11-Oct 

Chuck & Janet Goodnight 14-Oct 

Joe & Cindy Meyer 14-Oct 
Jody Clare-Harnak  
       & Brian Harnak 16-Oct 

Cathy & Don Novotney 16-Oct 

Nicholas & Katie Novotney 18-Oct 

Marty & Chris Spitz 20-Oct 

David & Janet Schiopota 26-Oct 

Bryan & Kristin Bedford 28-Oct 

October 31st, 2021 
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Email office@CtKTwinsburg.com to receive a 
link to this publication via email. 

    Christ the King Lutheran Church  
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    Twinsburg, Ohio 44087 

Dated Material - OCTOBER 2021 
Please Rush! 

Christ the King welcomes you to our 
worship, fellowship, and service! 

 

Sunday Drive-In Worship w/Communion........9:00 AM 
Watch for details on worship time change 

 

Sunday Livestream Worship on YouTube ........9:00 AM 
 

Worship with us from home weekly at the CtK Twinsburg 
channel of YouTube: 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/
UC0DyPtpgvHWrYdrFgWQso5A  

Wear red for Reformation! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Reformation Sunday - October 31st 

 
 

Annual Gratitude Celebration 
Sundays, October 17th, 24th, 

& 31st during worship 
Watch Weekend Messenger for 

more information 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Special Congregational 
Meeting 

Sunday, November 7th 
after worship 

to share results of Financial 
Review Process 

Cover this box with 
the mailing label! 


