
         
 

 
 

 
 
 

Christmas Eve Worship 
A Service of Carols, Holy Communion, & Candlelight 

Friday, December 24th, 2021 
7:00 PM (Outdoors) & 9:00 PM (Indoors) 
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Christmas Eve Worship 
A Service of Carols, Holy Communion, & Candlelight 

Friday, December 24th, 2021 - 7:00 PM (Outdoors) & 9:00 PM (Indoors) 
 

Tune your car radio to 90.1 FM to hear the 7:00 PM service. 
The 9:00 PM service is livestreamed on the CtK Twinsburg channel of YouTube.com. 

 
Welcome! 
Tonight we gather in darkness, days from the longest night, in the midst of too much suffering 
and too many struggles. And we celebrate, welcoming anew, the Light of the world, revealed 
in the birth of baby Jesus! And we discover, we remember, together, that the Light has never 
left us, that the Light has always been with us! And even more, as we sit in the quiet darkness, 
listening, watching, waiting, we find the Light of the world glowing within our own hearts! We 
welcome anew this Light within, this Light that has never left us, this Light that has always been 
in us! We remember, we celebrate, and we give birth anew to the Light of the World within us! 
And we recommit to living our lives from this Light, as this Light! 
Jesus is the Light of the world, yes! And we, too, are the Light of the world! And it’s our time to 
shine brightly in the midst of the darkness! 
 
SPIRIT INVOCATION 
 
GREETING 
Leader: Ssshh. Can you hear it? An expectant silence, a hushed anticipation, as if the very 

galaxy is holding its breath. There are some truths even the stars know, like darkness, 
like loneliness, and how the night can be a living thing. And how once, long ago, the night 
waited in wonder, along with the darkness and the loneliness, for the sound of a baby’s 
cry, for the miraculous to come down to the earth mundane. 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY IN SONG     “Joyous Light of Heavenly Glory”      ELW #561 
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CONFESSION & FORGIVENESS 
Leader: Let us come into the light of Christ, confessing our need for God’s mercy. 
Silence is kept for reflection. 
 
Leader: God of peace, 
People: We confess that we are not at peace, with others and with ourselves. We bring 

to you all that tears us apart- discord in our families, violence in our world, our 
own conflicted hearts. In your mercy, forgive us, free us, and heal us. Reconnect 
us to one another and to you. And let peace reign in us and all the earth, through 
Jesus Christ, the Light of the world. Amen. 

 
Leader: In the Word who comes to dwell in and among us, God gifts us with grace upon grace, 

forgiveness that is stronger than any sin, love that heals every broken heart. Listen! You 
are forgiven, you are freed, you are loved, just as you are! Rise and shine, for your light 
has come! 

People: Amen! 
 
HYMN OF PRAISE     “Angels We Have Heard on High” Verses 1 & 3        ELW #289 
 
Verse 1: Angels we have heard on high, sweetly singing o’er the plains, 

and the mountains in reply, echoing their joyous strains. 
 
Chorus: Glo-ri-a, in excelsis Deo; glo-ri-a, in excelsis Deo. 
 
Verse 3: Come to Bethlehem and see him whose birth the angels sing; 

come, adore on bended knee Christ the Lord, the newborn king. Chorus 
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CHRISTMAS MESSAGE & TELLING OF THE CHRISTMAS STORY       Pastor Jeff Goggins 
(Luke 2:1-20, The Message)      

 
About that time Caesar Augustus ordered a census to be taken throughout the Empire. This 
was the first census when Quirinius was governor of Syria. Everyone had to travel to his own 
ancestral hometown to be accounted for. So Joseph went from the Galilean town of Nazareth 
up to Bethlehem in Judah, David’s town, for the census. As a descendant of David, he had to 
go there. He went with Mary, his fiancée, who was pregnant. While they were there, the time 
came for her to give birth. She gave birth to a son, her firstborn. She wrapped him in a blanket 
and laid him in a manger, because there was no room in the hostel. There were shepherds 
camping in the neighborhood. They had set night watches over their sheep. Suddenly, God’s 
angel stood among them and God’s glory blazed around them. They were terrified. The angel 
said, “Don’t be afraid. I’m here to announce a great and joyful event that is meant for everybody, 
worldwide: A Savior has just been born in David’s town, a Savior who is Messiah and Master. 
This is what you’re to look for: a baby wrapped in a blanket and lying in a manger.” At once the 
angel was joined by a huge angelic choir singing God’s praises: ‘Glory to God in the heavenly 
heights, Peace to all women and men on earth who please him.’ As the angel choir withdrew 
into heaven, the shepherds talked it over. “Let’s get over to Bethlehem as fast as we can and 
see for ourselves what God has revealed to us.” They left, running, and found Mary and Joseph, 
and the baby lying in the manger. Seeing was believing. They told everyone they met what the 
angels had said about this child. All who heard the shepherds were impressed. Mary kept all 
these things to herself, holding them dear, deep within herself. The shepherds returned and let 
loose, glorifying and praising God for everything they had heard and seen. It turned out exactly 
the way they’d been told! 
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HYMN OF THE DAY      “Hark! The Herald Angels Sing” Verses 1 & 3       ELW #270 
 

Verse 1:  Hark! The herald angels 
sing, 

 "Glory to the newborn king; 
 peace on earth, and mercy mild, 
 God and sinners reconciled." 
 Joyful, all you nations, rise; 
 join the triumph of the skies; 
 with angelic hosts proclaim, 
 "Christ is born in Bethlehem!" 
Refrain 
 Hark! The herald angels sing, 
 "Glory to the newborn king!" 

Verse 3:  Hail the heav'n-born Prince 
of peace! 
Hail the Sun of righteousness! 
Light and life to all he brings, 
ris'n with healing in his wings. 
Mild he lays his glory by, 
born that we no more may die, 
born to raise each child of 

earth, 
born to give us second birth.  

Refrain 

PRAYERS 
Leader: Let us pray. O God of Light and Love, we pray for a world that lives but 

has yet to experience life in all its fullness. We pray for a world that loves, 
but has yet to meet with the source of all Love. We pray for a world that 
forever seeks, but stumbles in its searching. As part of nature’s wondrous 
cycle of new birth, growth, fruitfulness and death, we rejoice in the creation 
of new life, for parenthood, the passing on of knowledge, for understanding 
and the wisdom of years. 

We are grateful for those who have gone before, passing on to us our spiritual 
heritage. 

May our lives blossom as the apple tree in Spring. May we become fruitful in 
thought and deed, and may the seed of Love that falls to the ground linger 
beyond our time on this earth. God of Winter, Springtime, Summer, and 
Autumn God of Light, God of Warmth, God of Love, God of Potential, God 
of Hope, who in the darkest days enters our lives, as you entered this world, 
bringing Light, Love, Healing, and Wholeness. 

People: We praise your glorious name! Amen! 
 
LORD’S PRAYER 
Leader: Let us prepare our hearts to receive the Light of the world, praying together 

the Lord’s Prayer. 
People: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom 

come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our 
daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who 
trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us 
from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 
forever and ever. Amen. 
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COMMUNION 
The Light of the world came in human form. As this infant Jesus grew, he practiced 
and mastered embodying the Light of the world. And now, he offers this gift of Light 
to you, in the most human of forms, the body and the blood. This gift of Light is a 
gift of Love, offering healing to your wounded heart, illuminating the dark places 
within you, reminding you that you, too, are the Light of the world. You too can 
practice and master embodying the Light of the world! And you too can offer this 
gift of Light within you, as a gift of Love to a wounded world, illuminating the dark 
places, healing and filling the earth with Light & Love, Peace & Joy! Every living 
being is invited and welcome to the joyous feast! 
 
COMMUNION HYMN    “Joy to the World”   verse 1           ELW #267 
 

Joy to the world, the Lord is come! Let earth receive her king; 
let ev’ry heart prepare him room, and heav’n and nature sing, 
and heav’n and nature sing, and heav’n, and heav’n and nature sing. 

 
WORDS OF INSTITUTION 
In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying: ‘Take and eat; this is my body, given 
for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.’ 
 
COMMUNION HYMN    “Joy to the World”   verse 2        ELW #267 
 

Joy to the earth, the Savior reigns! Let all their songs employ, 
while fields and floods, rocks, hills, and plains, repeat the sounding joy, 
repeat the sounding joy, repeat, repeat the sounding joy. 

 
WORDS OF INSTITUTION 
Again, after supper, Jesus took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, 
saying: ‘This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people 
for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me.’ 
 
COMMUNION HYMN    “Joy to the World”   verse 4       ELW #267 
 

He rules the world with truth and grace, and makes the nations prove, 
The glories of his righteousness, and wonders of his Love, 
And wonders of his Love, and wonders, wonders of his Love. 
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CELEBRATION OF LIGHT 
Leader: Jesus Christ is the Light of the world! In him is life, the light of all people! 

And the darkness does not overcome it! 
Ssshh. Can you hear it? An expectant silence, a hushed anticipation, as if the very 

galaxy is holding its breath. A gift of Love has been waiting for you! A 
reminder that you, too, are the Light of the world! In you is Life, the Light for 
all people! And the darkness will not overcome it! 

 
BLESSING 
Leader: All throughout these months as the shadows have lengthened, this 

blessing has been gathering itself, making ready, preparing for this night. It 
has practiced walking in the dark, traveling with its eyes closed, feeling its 
way by memory, by touch, by the pull of the moon even as it wanes. 

So believe me when I tell you this blessing will reach you even if you have not light 
enough to read it; it will find you even though you cannot see it coming. You 
will know the moment of its arriving by your release of the breath you have 
held for so long; a loosening of the clenching in your hands, of the clutch 
around your heart; a thinning of the darkness that had drawn itself around 
you. 

This blessing does not mean to take the night away but it knows its hidden roads, 
knows the resting spots along the path, knows what it means to travel in the 
company of a friend. 

So when this blessing comes, take its hand. Get up. Set out on the road you cannot 
see. This is the night when you can trust that any direction you go, you will 
be walking toward the dawn. 

(Jan Richardson) 
 
Leader: May the dawn of this Christmas Eve chase the dark away. 

May it bring to you the promise of endless brand new days. 
May all your sorrows vanish, and all your dreams come true. 
And may the light of the Christ Child always shine on, in, and through you 

- now and forever. 
In the name of the Father, and the Son, and the Holy Spirit. 

People: Amen. 
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SENDING HYMN     “Silent Night, Holy Night”              ELW #281 
 
Verse 1: Silent night, holy night! All is calm, all is bright,  

round yon virgin mother and child. Holy Infant, 
so tender and mild, sleep in heavenly peace, sleep in heavenly 

peace. 
 
Verse 2: Silent night, holy night! Shepherds quake, at the sight; 

glories stream from heaven afar, heav’nly hosts sing, alleluia! 
Christ, the Savior, is born! Christ, the Savior, is born! 

 
Verse 3: Silent night, holy night! Son of God, Love’s pure Light, 

radiant beams from your holy face, with the dawn of 
redeeming grace, Jesus, Lord, at your birth, Jesus, Lord, at your 

birth. 
 
SENDING 
You are invited to share a gift of Light, of Love, of Peace with one another! 
Leader: Peace is with you! 
People: And also with you! 
Leader: And so it is! 
People: Amen! 
 

MERRY CHRISTMAS TO ALL, AND TO ALL A GOOD NIGHT! 

  



11 
 

 

Glory to God with Poinsettias from these Families: 
 

Linda Mondry in Honor of Her Family 
Ginger & Tom Pituch in Memory of Barbara Keyser 

& in Honor of Family Members 
Mary Ellen Robinette & Paul Bucholtz in Memory  

of Family Members 
Crystal Stokes to the Glory of God 

Braden Susnik & Gabi Anderson in Honor of Louise & Jim Susnik 
Denise Tiearney in Memory of Marie Williard, Mark Tiearney, Sr.,  

and Tom & Miriam Tiearney 
Pam & Wiley Wolfe in Honor of Family 

 
Donors may take their flowers home after Christmas Eve worship. 

 

 
 

CtK’s weekly winter worship schedule begins on 
Sunday, December 26th: 

 
Join us for 10:00 AM worship with Holy 

Communion, held in the sanctuary, broadcast on 
90.1 FM for those who prefer to stay in their cars, 

and livestreamed on the CtK Twinsburg channel of 
YouTube.com.   
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CHRIST THE KING LUTHERAN CHURCH 

10285 Ravenna Road   

Twinsburg, Ohio 44087 

330-425-7377  

www.ctktwinsburg.com 

office@ctktwinsburg.com 

Rev. Jeff Goggins, Pastor, 330-620-7531 

jdgoggins8@gmail.com 

Kevin Basom, Sunday Organist & Director of Music 

Linda Mondry, Recorded Worship Musician 

Wendy Gibbons, Office Administrator, ext. 102    

wgibbons@ctktwinsburg.com 
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