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Christmas Eve 
Candlelight Worship  

December 24, 2022 – 8:00 PM 
 

 
 Those who are able are invited to stand.                            ELW = red Evangelical Lutheran Worship  (in pew racks)

 

Welcome to our Christmas Eve Worship Service.  It is good for us to lift our voices together to celebrate the 
birth of our Lord.  We will celebrate Holy Communion during worship tonight.  We welcome all baptized 
Christians who believe that Christ is present in the Lord’s Supper to join us in this sacrament.  Please pick up a 
bulletin, a communion packet, and a tealight. See the announcements at the end of this bulletin. 
 

PRE-SERVICE MUSIC 
  
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

 INVOCATION & DIALOGUE 

Pastor:  The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light. 
People:  The Light shines in the darkness, and the darkness has not overcome it. 
Pastor:  Those who dwelt in the land of deep darkness, on them has light shined. 
People:  We have beheld Christ’s glory, glory as the only Son from the Father. 
Pastor:  For to us a child is born, to us a Son is given. 
People:  In Him was life, and the life was the light of all. 
 

 OPENING HYMN O Come, All Ye Faithful          ELW #283 
 

1   O come, all ye faithful, joyful and 
triumphant!  
O come ye, O come ye to Bethlehem; 
Come and behold him born the king of angels: 
O come, let us adore him, 
O come, let us adore him, 
O come, let us adore him, Christ the Lord! 
 

 

 

2   The highest, most holy, light of light eternal, 
Born of a virgin, a mortal he comes; 
Son of the Father now in flesh appearing! 
O come, let us adore him, 
O come, let us adore him, 
O come, let us adore him, Christ the Lord! 
 

3   Sing, choirs of angels, sing in exultation, 
Sing, all ye citizens of heaven above! 
Glory to God in the highest: 
O come, let us adore him, 
O come, let us adore him, 
O come, let us adore him, Christ the Lord! 
 

 

 CHRISTMAS VERSES FROM THE GOSPEL OF JOHN 

Pastor:  On this holy night we celebrate the coming of Christ, the light of the world.  Our candles bear witness 
to that light, as do our very lives. 

People:  In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God.  He was in 
the beginning with God;  All things were made through Him, and without Him was not anything 
made that was made.   

 
Pastor:  By the light of God’s creating Word, we are led to the brighter light of faith and trust in H im. 
People:  In Him was life, and the life was the light of all.  The light shines in the darkness, and the 

darkness has not overcome it. 
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Pastor:  With the coming of God’s Son, Jesus our Immanuel, the light shines yet more brightly. 
People:  The true light that enlightens everyone was come into the world.  He was in the world, and the 

world was made through Him, yet the world knew Him not.  He came to His own home, and His 
people received Him not.  But to all who received Him, who believed in His name, He gave 
power to become children of God. 

 
Pastor:  The light of the Word continues to shine, as it speaks in our lives of Christian love and service, for God 

has given us His Word! 
People:  And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, full of grace and truth; We have beheld His 

glory, glory as of the only Son from the Father and from His fullness have we all received, 
grace upon grace. 

 

 THE PRAYER OF THE DAY   

Pastor:   The Lord be with you. 
People:  And also with you. 
 
Pastor:  Almighty God, you made this holy night shine with the brightness of the true Light. Grant that here on 

earth we may walk in the light of Jesus’ presence and in the last day wake to the brightness of his 
glory; through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one 
God, now and forever. 

People:  Amen. 
 
THE FIRST READING Isaiah 9:2-7 Cindy Meyer 
 
SPECIAL MUSIC   “Mary, Did You Know?” Bob Coleman  

 
THE SECOND READING Psalm 96  Cindy Meyer 
 

CAROL RESPONSE Jesus, What a Wonderful Child    ELW #297  
 

Jesus, Jesus, oh, what a wonderful child. 
Jesus, Jesus, so holy, meek, and mild; 
new life, new hope the child will bring. 

Listen to the angels sing: 
Glory, glory, glory," let the heavens ring! 

   
THE THIRD READING Titus 2:11-14 Cindy Meyer 
 

SPECIAL MUSIC   “Mary’s Little Boy Child” Tom Pituch  
 

 CHRISTMAS GOSPEL Luke 2:1-20 Reverend Richard Seaks 
 

CAROL RESPONSE   Away in a Manger ELW #277 
 

1  Away in a manger, no crib for his bed, 
    the little Lord Jesus laid down his sweet head; 
    the stars in the bright sky looked down where 

he lay, 
    the little Lord Jesus asleep on the hay. 
 

2  The cattle are lowing; the baby awakes, 
     but little Lord Jesus, no crying he makes. 
    I love you, Lord Jesus; look down from    
the sky 
     and stay by my cradle till morning is 
nigh. 

 

3   Be near me, Lord Jesus; I ask you to stay 
     close by me forever and love me, I pray. 
     Bless all the dear children in your tender care 
     and fit us for heaven, to live with you there. 

 
SERMON            Reverend Richard Seaks 
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 SERMON HYMN Angels We Have Heard On High ELW #289 

 
1 Angels we have heard on high, 
 sweetly singing o'er the plains, 
 and the mountains in reply, 
 echoing their joyous strains. 
 

Refrain 
  Gloria in excelsis Deo; 
  gloria in excelsis Deo. 

 

2 Shepherds, why this jubilee? 
 Why your joyous strains prolong? 
 What the gladsome tidings be 

 which inspire your heav'nly song?  
Refrain 

 
3 Come to Bethlehem and see 

him whose birth the angels sing; 
come, adore on bended knee 
Christ the Lord, the newborn king.  
Refrain 

 

  RESPONSIVE PRAYER 
 

Pastor:  Glory to God in the highest, 
People:  and peace to God's people on earth. 
 
Pastor:  Blessed are you, Prince of Peace. You rule the earth with truth and justice. 
People:  Send your gift of peace to all nations of the world. 
 
Pastor:  Blessed are you, Son of Mary. You share our humanity. 
People:  Have mercy on the sick, the dying and all who suffer this day. 
 
Pastor:  Blessed are you, Son of God. You dwell among us as the Word made flesh. 
People:  Reveal yourself to us in Word and Sacrament that we may bear your light to all the world. 
 
PLEASE WAIT TO CONSUME COMMUNION ELEMENTS as a community when directed to do so by the 
presiding minister after the Lord’s Prayer.  Communion packets are on a stand at the entrance to the 
sanctuary. 

 

 THE GREAT THANKSGIVING                                                                                             

Pastor:   The Lord be with you. 
People:   And also with you. 
 
Pastor:    Lift up your hearts. 
People:   We lift them to the Lord. 
 
Pastor:   Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
People:   It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 
Pastor:  It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places give thanks and 

praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ. In the wonder and mystery 
of the Word made flesh you have opened the eyes of faith to a new and radiant vision of your glory, 
that, beholding the God made visible, we may be drawn to love the God whom we cannot see. And so, 
with all the choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name 
and join their unending hymn: 

People: (spoken) Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might. Heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
 Hosanna in the highest.  Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.  Hosanna in the 
highest. 

 



 

 
4 

 EUCHARISTIC PRAYER   

Pastor: 
   Holy God, 

Creator of all and Source of life, 
at the birth of time 
your Word brought light into the world. 
 

In the fullness of time, 
you sent your Word, born of Mary, 
to shine in our darkness 
and to make us your daughters and sons. 
 

In the night in which he was betrayed, 
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:  
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 

Again, after supper, he took the cup,  
gave thanks, 
and gave it for all to drink, saying: 

This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness 
of sin.   
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 

Remembering, therefore, 
his birth and life among us, 
his death and resurrection, 
we await his coming again 
when all things will be restored in him. 
 

By your Spirit bless us and this bread and cup, 
that, held and nourished by you, 
we may live as your children, 
shining with the light of your Son. 
 

Through him all glory and honor is yours, 
Almighty Father, with the Holy Spirit, 
in your holy Church, 
both now and forever. 
People:  Amen 

 

 THE LORD’S PRAYER 

People:  Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on 
earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we 
forgive those who trespass against us;  and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.  Amen. 

 

COMMUNION  
We invite all who have been Baptized and believe in the real and forgiving presence of Jesus Christ in this 
Holy Sacrament to join us in receiving this holy meal of forgiveness and grace.  
 

DISTRIBUTION 
Pastor:  The body of Christ is given for you (consume the bread). 
 

Pastor:  The blood of Christ shed for you (consume the wine). 
 

POST COMMUNION CAROL                                     What Child Is This            ELW #296 
 

1  What child is this, who, laid to rest, 
on Mary's lap is sleeping? 
Whom angels greet with anthems sweet 
while shepherds watch are keeping? 
This, this is Christ the king, 
whom shepherds guard and angels sing; 
haste, haste to bring him laud, 
the babe, the son of Mary! 
 

2  Why lies he in such mean estate 
where ox and ass are feeding? 
Good Christian, fear; for sinners here 
the silent Word is pleading. 
Nails, spear shall pierce him through, 
the cross be borne for me, for you; 
hail, hail the Word made flesh, 
the babe, the son of Mary! 

 
3  So bring him incense, gold, and myrrh; 
come, peasant, king, to own him. 
The King of kings salvation brings; 
let loving hearts enthrone him. 
Raise, raise the song on high, the virgin sings her lullaby; 
joy, joy, for Christ is born, the babe, the son of Mary! 
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 THE POST COMMUNION BLESSING 

Pastor:  May the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ, strengthen you and keep you in his service. 
People:  Amen. 
 

 THE POST COMMUNION PRAYER 

Pastor:  Let us pray, O God of wonder, in this meal we have tasted your goodness, and beheld your presence 
in the Word made flesh. May the light of Christ shine in all we say and do until we come to the radiant 
vision of your heavenly glory; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

People:  Amen. 
 

 LIGHTING OF CANDLES The congregation remains standing as all lights are turned off.  All candles, 

except the Christ candle are extinguished.  All light is then taken from the Christ candle. 
 

  BLESSING 
Pastor:  O Lord our God, with Mary and Joseph, angels and shepherds, and the animals in the stable, we 

gather around your Son, born for us. Bless us with your holy presence and inspire us to help those who 
have no place to dwell. Be with us that we might share Christ's love with all the world, for he is our light 
and salvation. Glory in heaven and peace on earth, now and forever. 

People:  Amen. 
 

 CAROL      Silent Night      ELW #281 
 

1   Silent night, holy night! 
All is calm, all is bright 
Round yon virgin mother and 
child. 
Holy Infant, so tender and 
mild, 
Sleep in heav'nly peace,  
Sleep in heav'nly peace. 
 

2   Silent night, holy night! 
Shepherds quake at the 
sight; 
Glories stream from heaven 
afar, 
Heav'nly hosts sing, Alleluia! 
Christ, the Savior, is born! 
Christ, the Savior, is born! 
 
 

3   Silent night, holy night! 
Son of God, love's pure light 
Radiant beams from your 
holy face, 
With the dawn of redeeming 
grace, 
Jesus, Lord, at your birth,  
Jesus, Lord, at your birth. 
 
 

 BENEDICTION 

Pastor:  May Christ, the bright and morning star, fill you with light and life this Christmas and always. Almighty 

God, Father, Son  and Holy Spirit bless you now and forever.  

People:  Amen. 
 

SENDING MUSIC    

                 

Candlelight Service 

We will light candles as a symbol of the light of Christ in our lives and in the world.  It is a 
beautiful tradition, and in the interest of safety, we will use electric tea lights tonight. 
 

 

If you are a visitor, please return and worship here again!  Sunday worship with 
Communion is at 10 AM, but there is no service Christmas Day. If you have any 
questions, please call 330-425-7377 or visit the church’s website: CtKTwinsburg.com 

 
From Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2022 Augsburg Fortress.  

Hymns reprinted with permission. OneLicense #702537-M , CCLI License #676574  

All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #21746. 
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Glory to God with Poinsettias from these families: 

Lynne Bailey in Memory of Her Parents, Mr. & Mrs. Fausak 
& in Memory of Her Husband John Bailey 

Joanne & Rich Ciarniello in Memory of Adele and Ann 
Jody Clare-Harnak & Brian Harnak in Memory of Mary & Bud Clare 

Tina & Bob Coleman in Memory of Mom & Dad 
Kerry Dominick in Memory of Her Niece Beth Dominick 
Susie Jones in Memory of Her Parents, John & Ada Organ 

Cindy & Joe Meyer in Memory of Joe & Mary Meyer 
& in Memory of Dan & Martha Hoover 

Linda Mondry to the Glory of God 
& in Loving Memory of Parents & Grandparents 

Ginger & Tom Pituch in Honor of Their Five Grandchildren 
Jim & Louise Susnik in Memory of Arthur & Elenora Koste 

& in Memory of Alvin & Dorothy Susnik 
Stacy Sykora in Memory of Carol Sykora 

& in Memory of Stephen Sykora, Jr. 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

 

 

 

REMEMBER IN YOUR PRAYERS (* indicates new this week. Petitions are included for four weeks.) 

Sympathy for the families of: 

*Barbara Jarvis, grandmother of Kristin Bedford & mother of Crystal McGaffic 

Lori Prigar 
 

Healing for: 

Justin Dombard, Stacy Sykora’s son 

Those recovering from surgery 

All cancer patients 

Denise Hall 
 

*Special prayers for: 

Safety for all holiday travelers 
 

*Prayers for CtK families: 

Jody Clare-Harnak, Brian, Evan, & Jillian Harnak 

Bob & Tina Coleman 

Doug, Laura, William, & John Corbin 

 

*Ministries of the ELCA:   

Bethany Lutheran, Ashtabula & Part-time Pastor Rod Funk 
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CTK CALENDAR – DECEMBER 24, 2022 – JANUARY 2, 2023 

Saturday, December 24 Christmas Eve: 8:00 PM Worship with Carols, Holy Communion 

& Candlelight; Rev. Richard Seaks, supply pastor  

Sunday, December 25 Christmas Day:  No Sunday worship today.  

Wednesday, December 28 Office closed  

Thursday, December 29 Office closed  

Thursday, December 29 7:00 PM Outside Group – Fellowship Hall 

Friday, December 30  Office closed  

Saturday, December 31 Serve supper at Haven of Rest 

Sunday, January 1, 2023 First Sunday of Christmas:  10:00 AM Worship with Service of 

Lessons & Carols with Communion; Pastor Betti Hazelton, supply 

pastor 

Monday, January 2  Office closed  

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Welcome to all our visitors tonight, especially after the vengeful arrival of winter.  We give 

thanks for the return of Rev. Richard Seaks to preside at worship. 

Thanks to tonight’s reader, Cindy Meyer and to all our musicians. 

If you reserved a poinsettia, you may take it home after tonight’s worship.  Check the bulletin 

board for the color you reserved. Protective sleeves are in the library just outside the sanctuary. 

CtK will not hold worship on Christmas Day, Sunday, December 25th. 

Volunteers are needed to read the lessons and lead the prayers at worship at 10 AM Sunday 

worship, January 1st.  Please speak to Wendy Gibbons if you can help. 

You should have received a December 15th letter from the CtK Council via USPS regarding the 

ongoing ministry of CtK.  There are copies on the bulletin board. 

Please contact Bob Coleman to be on a snow-clearing team at CtK! 

All men are invited to meet for breakfast at Bob Evans, Aurora, at 9:00 AM on the first Thursday 

of each month.  Be there January 5th! 

Women’s Bible Study will meet in Room 105 each Tuesday at 10 AM beginning January 10th. 

Congregational meeting to approve a 2023 budget will be after 10 AM Sunday worship on 

January 22nd, 2023 

The CtK office will be closed Wednesday, December 28th through Monday, January 2nd and will 

reopen Tuesday, January 3rd.  Please email announcements and prayer requests for the weekly 

bulletin to office@ctktwinsburg.com by 9 AM Tuesday (December 27th) this week.  The office is 

usually open 9:00 AM to 12:00 PM Monday through Thursday.   

BIRTHDAY THIS WEEK 

12/24 Braden Susnik  

NO ANNIVERSARIES  
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CTK COUNCIL MEMBERS 

Next meeting: Tuesday, January 17, 2023, 6:30 PM, Room 105 

Recent council minutes are posted on the kiosk outside the office. 

Tom Pituch, President 

Bob Coleman, Vice President 

Jim Susnik, Secretary 

Linda Bendler, At-Large 

Chuck Goodnight, At-Large 

Brian Harnak, At-Large 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CHRIST THE KING LUTHERAN CHURCH 

10285 Ravenna Road   

Twinsburg, Ohio  44087    

330-425-7377   

www.ctktwinsburg.com 

office@ctktwinsburg.com 

     Linda Mondry, Director of Music 

Wendy Gibbons, Office Administrator 

http://www.ctktwinsburg.com/
mailto:office@ctktwinsburg.com

