
ENJOY A HUNGARIAN DINNER JUNE 24TH 

     Everyone is welcome to 

have dinner at Balaton in 

Bainbridge on Wednesday, 

June 24th, at 6:00 PM for Culture Quest. Balaton is at 

8564 East Washington Street, Bainbridge 44023. 

Please note: Because we need separate checks, 

Balaton requires cash payment. Go to balaton-

restaurant.com for more information. Debbie & John 

Virgili are the hosts for this dinner,  so please direct 

questions to them.  Please sign up by Sunday, June 

21st, to attend. 

     Culture Quest is a monthly 

opportunity for CtK members, 

friends, & family to dine at a non-

chain, ethnic restaurant.   If you 

have a suggestion for a dinner 

location, please let Danny Lange 

know. 

 

COMMUNION IS AT THE RAIL MAY 31ST 

     Because May 31st is the fifth 

Sunday of the month, the 

sacrament of Holy Communion 

will be celebrated with 

worshipers either standing or 

kneeling at the communion rail.  

Those communing are welcome 

to remain at the rail in prayer 

and contemplation for as long as they wish. 

GO TO COWBOY FOOD & DRINK JULY 1ST  

     CtK’s second quarterly 

AmeriQuest dinner is scheduled 

for Wednesday, July 1st, at 

Cowboy Food & Drink, 8686 East Washington Street, 

Chagrin Falls (or Bainbridge) 44023.  Cowboy serves a 

variety of BBQ, burgers, and other “American” fare.  

See the complete menu at cowboyfoodanddrink.com. 

Linda Bendler is host and can answer your questions.  

Please sign up by Sunday, June 28th, to attend. 

Carpools will leave CtK at 5:15 PM. All are invited.   

     Speak to Danny Lange if you have a 

suggestion for a local, non-chain 

restaurant that serves “American” 

cuisine. 

 

UNDIES SUNDAYS RUNS THROUGH MID-JULY 

     It’s time for the annual Haven of 

Rest Undies Drive from June 1st 

through July 19th! We are collecting 

Men’s, Women’s, Boys’, Girls’ and 

Toddlers’ NEW underwear, tee shirts, 

and socks. 

Men & Women: Small – 3X  Boys: Small – 3X 

Girls: Size 6 – 14   Toddlers: 2T – 4T 

     If you are donating cash or check, please make 

checks out to Joanne Ciarniello and put them in her 

CtK mailbox.  You may place clothing donations in the 

designated Undies Sundays Giving Center bin. 

               WHAT’S NEW AT CTK? 
 
 

• Council Highlights  pp. 4-5 

• HS Senior Blessing  p. 3 

• Mission Fund Grants  p. 5 

• Monthly Schedules  p. 3 

• Women’s Bible Study  p. 2 
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HAVE A FREE MEAL AT CTK MAY 31ST! 

     As noted in the box at right, whenever there is a 

fifth Sunday in a month, Christ the King serves a free 

meal to the community.  CtK will serve pulled pork on 

a bun, coleslaw, potato salad, and dessert to the 

community on Sunday, May 31st from 4:00 PM - 5:30 

PM.  Everyone is welcome! 

     There is a sign-up sheet on the bulletin board to 

help with the meal.  Meal coordinator Chris Driver can 

answer your questions. 

 

WOMEN TO HOLD MONTHLY SUMMER STUDIES 

     Women’s Bible study has 

begun its lighter summer 

schedule.  Monthly gatherings 

are set for 10:00 AM June 16th, 

July 14th, & August 25th.  Please 

watch the Weekly Messenger for additional updates. 

     The group takes up a weekly collection, and 

recently donated over $300 to Neighborhood Pets, a 

Cleveland organization that provides pet food & 

supplies to people who would otherwise be unable to 

keep their furry friends. 

 

MEN ENJOY BREAKFAST TOGETHER MONTHLY 

     All men are invited to meet at Fresh 

Start on the Twinsburg Square at 9:00 

AM on the first Thursday of each month.  

The group enjoys fellowship and shares 

concerns during the meal.  The next two 

meals are June 4th and July 2nd.  Contact Bob 

Coleman with questions and to RSVP. 

 

JUNE MINISTRY MEETINGS 

    Everyone is welcome to attend these ministry 

meetings: 

• Finance – 11:00 AM Thursday, June 4th (Chair 

Mike Pereksta) 

• Outreach – 11:00 AM Sunday, June 7th (Chair Jody 

Clare-Harnak) 

• Council - 6:30 PM Wednesday, June 10th 

(President Bob Coleman) 

• Congregational Care - 10:30 AM Monday, August 

24th. (Having served as ministry chair since 

January 2024, Louise Susnik is stepping down.  

Linda Bendler will be the new chair of the ministry.  

Thank you, Louise!) 

 

 

 

HAVEN OF REST SUPPER HELPERS NEEDED 

     CtK helps serve supper at Haven of Rest in Akron 

when there is a fifth Sunday in a month, such as May 

30th.  Please talk to Chris Driver for more information.  

Volunteers meet at 6:00 PM at Haven of Rest and are 

usually home by 8:30 PM.  

On Sundays from 4:00 to 5:30 PM, 

everyone is invited  

to a local church for a free meal!  

Meal Schedule 

1st Sunday - Ss. Cosmas & Damian Catholic Church, 

10419 Ravenna Road 

2nd Sunday - Faith United Methodist Church, 2560 

Post Road - Their food pantry is also open. 

Call for clothing closet times. 

3rd Sunday - Good Shepherd Church, 9571 Shepard 

Road 

4th Sunday - First Congregational Church, UCC, 

9050 Church Street 

5th Sunday - Christ the King Lutheran Church, 

10285 Ravenna Road - Meals will be offered at 

CtK on May 31st & August 30th, 2026. 
 

All are invited to attend for fellowship  

& a free meal! 

 
 

Christ the King Lutheran Church  

10285 Ravenna Road  

Twinsburg, OH 44087 

330-425-7377 

www.CtKTwinsburg.com 

office@CtKTwinsburg.com 

Email office to receive this publication via email. 

 

Office hours: 9:00 AM - 1:00 PM Mon - Thur;  

closed Fridays 
 

Pastor Phil Kunder, Part-time Interim Pastor 

330-316-3919; punder@aol.com 
 

Kevin Basom,  Director of Music 

Wendy Gibbons, Office Administrator 

DIRECTORY 



HIGH SCHOOL GRADUATES BLESSED MAY 17TH 

     On Sunday, May 17th, high school class of 2026 

members Dylan Noble & Lea Reyes were blessed by 

Pastor Phil Kunder+ during worship. Carlee Bedford 

was under the weather and received a blessing prior 

to the service.  Each student received a devotional 

book titled We Rise Higher from the congregation and 

was honored at an ice cream & cookie reception after 

the service. 

     Denise Tiearney, who taught these high school 

seniors in Sunday school from preschool through 

third grade, personally called each family to invite 

them to May 17th worship and stood near them when 

they were blessed. 

 

NOTES OF THANKS 

Christ the King Church, 

Thank you so much. 

My family thanks and appreciates all of your 

prayers, cards, letters, calls and attending my 

mom’s celebration of life and remembrance!  She 

lived a full life!  We were blessed to have had a 6-

day visit with her before she transitioned to be 

with dad.  Thanks for all of the care!! 

With thankfulness,  

Bob & Tina Coleman & family 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
 

     Thanksgiving for all those who help and serve 

on our small but mighty committee, 

Congregational Care.  

Blessings, Louise Susnik  

Outgoing Congregational Care Chair 
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PRESIDING PASTORS  

June 7 – To be announced 

June 14 – Pastor Debbie Michaels 

June 21 – To be announced 

June 28 – Pastor Richard Seaks 
 

LECTORS, PRAYER LEADERS 

June 7 – Mike Pereksta (Lector only) 

June 14 – Donna Lange 

June 21 – Karen Reid 

June 28 – Denise Tiearney (Lector only) 
 

COMMUNION ASSISTANTS 

June 7 – Joanne Ciarniello, Kerry Dominick 

June 14 – Linda Bendler, Sandy Longenecker 

June 21 – Joanne Ciarniello, Kerry Dominick 

June 28 – Linda Bendler, Sandy Longenecker 
 

OFFERING COUNTERS 

June 7 – Karen Reid, Debbie Virgili 

June 14 – Linda Bendler, Chris Driver 

June 21 – Chris Driver, Debbie Virgili 

June 28 – Linda Bendler, Karen Reid 

 

BLOOD DRIVES AT CTK IN 2026 

     The Red Cross has set up these 

Tuesday blood drives at CtK for the rest 

of 2026: 

• June 2 – 10 AM – 4 PM – Note time! 

• July 21 – 12 PM – 6 PM 

• August 11 - 12 PM – 6 PM 

• September 22 - 12 PM - 6 PM 

• October 6 - 12 PM - 6 PM 

• November 17 - 12 PM - 6 PM 

• December 1 - 12 PM - 6 PM 

    Please go to redcrossblood.org to schedule your 

donation appointment. 

     Blood from recent CtK blood drives helped 

patients at: Akron General Medical Center; Children’s 

Hospital Medical Center, Akron; Cleveland Clinic; St. 

Elizabeth Hospital Medical Center; University 

Hospital Ahuja Medical Center, Inc. 



MARCH 11, 2026 COUNCIL MEETING HIGHLIGHTS  

Complete Council minutes are on the kiosk outside the office. 

Next Council meeting:  6:30 PM Wednesday, June 10th  
 

AGENDA 

Chris Driver asked everyone for revision to the proposed agenda that was emailed in advance of the meeting.   

John Kaufman made the motion to approve the agenda as amended to reflect visit from Deacon Erin 

Bodenstab instead of Nathan Kraus for April 26,  and a second was provided by Brian Harnak.   All approved. 
 

MINUTES 

The minutes from the previous meeting were emailed in advance of the meeting.  Two name-spelling 

corrections were made.  Hearing no other changes or additions, Denise Tiearney made a motion to accept the 

minutes as corrected, with a second by Karen Reid.  All voted in favor of accepting the minutes.   
 

MINISTRY REPORTS  

Altar Guild Ministry (Council rep - Denise) Gluten free wafers have been breaking up.  Altar Guild will begin 

making gluten-free bread. 
 

Council – Council approved Annual Congregational Meeting minutes, with Karen Reid moving and John 

seconding.  All voted in favor. 
 

Finance Ministry (Council rep - Chris Driver) Operating fund was above expenses by $6,200. Insurance policy 

has been successfully renewed.  Increase for premiums were below budgeted amounts.   
 

Property Ministry (Council rep - Bob Coleman) A one-year mowing contract quote was approved by email. 
 

NEW BUSINESS 

Discussion of Interim Pastor Possibility – Pastor Mitch Philips (NEOS) has been in touch with Council about 

the availability as an interim pastor that might be shared with another church.  Chris reviewed the potential 

budgetary requirements for an interim pastor split with another church: salary, benefits, mileage, etc. Council 

also discussed the differences in financial commitments for a part-time interim pastor versus supply pastors, 

the scarcity of full-time pastors, and the goal of growing the church.  Council will tell Pastor Mitch that CtK 

would be interested in meeting with the potential part-time interim pastor. 
 

Respectfully submitted, Brian K. Harnak, CtK Council Secretary 

 

APRIL 8, 2026 COUNCIL MEETING HIGHLIGHTS 
  

AGENDA  

This time was spent in conversation with Pastor Phil Kunder regarding the possibility of an interim pastorship 

with Christ the King Lutheran Church. 
 

MINUTES 

Approval of the minutes of the March 2026 meeting will be deferred to the next regular Council meeting. 
 

OLD/ONGOING BUSINESS 

Council – A special meeting prior to the regular May meeting to consider a contract with Pastor Kunder for 

interim pastor was discussed for the following Wednesday. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

(Continued on page 5) 
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Mission Fund – The slate of grants approved by the Mission Fund Committee was discussed.  Brian Harnak 

moved to approve the slate as written.  Chris Driver seconded the motion.  The motion to approve the grants 

passed unanimously. [Editor’s note: See chart  of approved grants at bottom of this page.] 
 

Respectfully submitted, 

Brian K. Harnak, CtK Council Secretary 

 

APRIL 23, 2026 SPECIAL COUNCIL MEETING  
 

AGENDA 

The agenda of the special meeting was to consider the Interim Ministry Agreement between Pastor Philip L. 

Kunder and Christ the King Lutheran Church, for a period of 1 year (“Agreement”). 
 

DISCUSSION AND APPROVAL OF THE AGREEMENT 

The draft agreement was reviewed by Council.  Several typographical corrections were made to the Agreement, 

during review and discussion by Council.    Chris Driver moved to approve the Agreement, version dated April 

21, 2026, as corrected during review at the meeting.  Denise Tiearney seconded the motion.  All voted in favor.  

None opposed.  The Agreement was approved.  An announcement will be made on the agreement at services 

on the Sunday following. 
 

ADJOURNMENT 

The meeting was adjourned at approximately 6:20 p.m. 
 

Respectfully submitted 

Brian K. Harnak, CtK Council Secretary 

(Continued from page 4) 
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APPROVED CTK MISSION FUND SPRING 2026 GRANT REQUESTS - September 15th is next grant request deadline. 

Organization  Purpose Amount 

Haven of Rest Provide shelter, food & clothing for homeless men, women & children $5,000  

Hudson Food Pantry Provide food assistance for families in need in Hudson. $3,000  

CTK Outreach 
Provide healthy snacks on Fridays for healthy weekend food for 
Twinsburg Schools kids in need through grade 8,  

$3,500  

Twinsburg Native Habitat 
Offer free programs plants, meadows & other environmental issues. 
Help with cost of website, insurance, etc. 

$1,000  

College Student 
Ohio State sophomore seeking funds to complete her degree.  OSU is 
not a non-profit organization 

$1,000  

Faith UMC Food Bank To ensure food pantry can assist families facing food insecurities $6,000  

Faith UMC Community Meal Annual cost of meat for the meals $1,500  

Salvation Army, Summit County Support Shower & (Hats, Underwear, Gloves & Socks) Programs $3,000  

Cleveland Beepball League 
Provide opportunity for partially or totally blind to  participate in 
version of baseball.  Funds are for travel & equipment costs 

$5,000  

Garage Sale Warriors 
Reimburse those who purchase furniture, household & personal items 
from garage sales & thrift shops for Hearts, Hands & Homes. 

$1,000  

Aurora Food Pantry 
Supports an average of 450 people/month in Aurora & surrounding 
communities 

$7,000  

Lake Erie Ink 
Provides free or low cost creative writing opportunity for youths 
grades K-12, esp. in under-resourced schools. 

$8,000  

   Total Spring 2026 Grants Approved  :    $ 45,000  



USED CLOTHING SHED IN 

APRIL 

     For clothing donations placed 

in the used clothing shed in 

April, CtK received $269.  For 

2026, the total received has been 

$958, and since 2014, CtK has 

received $20,768.  Thanks to 

everyone who donates, and 

special thanks to Karen Reid, 

who keeps the shed in order! 

…by thoroughly cleaning coffee bar regularly:  Debbie Virgili, 

Cindy & Joe Meyer 

…by leaving “emergency” umbrellas at CtK; Kerry Dominick 

…by mailing May Messenger:  Sally Morris 

...by supervising Twinsburg HS baseball players mulching CtK’s 

gardens late at night:  Danny Lange 

…by setting up for & cleaning up from May 3rd reception for 

Pastor Phil Kunder+:  Tina Coleman, Louise Susnik, Chris Spitz 

…by quieting a shrieking desk drawer:  Tom Pituch 

…by photographing & posting to Facebook pictures of Pastor 

Phil+’s first Sunday at CtK & the HS grad blessing:  Linda Bendler 

…by fixing shelf support & window latches:  Bob Coleman 

...by serving as Treasurer:  Mike Pereksta 

...by serving as Financial Secretary:  Chris Driver 

...by sending greeting cards:  Lynne Bailey 

…by laminating signs for bookshelf & coffee bar:  Debbie Virgili 

...by replacing furnace filters:  Bob Coleman 

…by taking attendance at worship:  Ginger Pituch 

...by recycling:  Joanne Ciarniello, John & Wendy Gibbons 

…by arranging meals for recuperating people:  Chris Spitz 

...by preparing for & cleaning up after HS Graduate Reception: 

Lynne Bailey, Linda Bendler, Wendy Gibbons, Chris Spitz, Louise 

Susnik 

...by donating a total of 60 geraniums for Pentecost:  Sue Brunst, 
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Zar Reyes 1-Jun 

Kristopher Bedford 7-Jun 

Marge Bowman 8-Jun 

Carlee Bedford 9-Jun 

John Kaufman 22-Jun 

Jody Clare-Harnak 26-Jun 

Mike Pereksta 28-Jun 

John & Wendy Gibbons 9-Jun 

Tom & Ginger Pituch 24-Jun 

Debbie & John Virgili 25-Jun 

Donna Comas, Sue Davis, John & Wendy Gibbons, Sandy & Rick Longenecker, Ginger & Tom Pituch, Karen & 

Bill Reid, Jim & Louise Susnik, Denise Tiearney, Debbie & John Virgili 

...by picking up & arranging Pentecost geraniums:  Karen Reid, Sue Davis, Wendy Gibbons, Donna Lange, 

Denise Tiearney 

…by counting weekly offering:  Linda Bendler, Chris Driver, Karen Reid, Debbie Virgili 

…by coordinating Prayer Chain:  Denise Tiearney, Ginger Pituch (substitute) 

...by leading worship music:  Kevin Basom, Bob Coleman, John Gibbons, Tom Pituch 

...by assisting with communion:  Linda Bendler, Joanne Ciarniello, Lynn Cicchirillo, Kerry Dominick, Sandy 

Longenecker, Ginger Pituch 

...by assisting with worship:  Linda Bendler, Donna Lange, Mike Pereksta, Karen Reid, Denise Tiearney 

...by leading women’s Bible study:  Sandy Longenecker, Karen Reid 

...by working in CtK gardens:  Sue Davis, Danny Lange, Sandy Longenecker 
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JUNE MESSENGER 2026 
www.CtKTwinsburg.com 

Email office@CtKTwinsburg.com to receive a 

link to this publication via email. 

    Christ the King Lutheran Church  

    10285 Ravenna Road FIRST CLASS POSTAGE HERE 

    Twinsburg, Ohio 44087 

Dated Material - JUNE 2026 

Please Rush! 

Christ the King welcomes you to our 

worship, fellowship, and service! 
 

Sunday Worship with Holy Communion 10:00 AM 
 

Sunday Fellowship Time   11:00 AM 

Join us for pulled pork on a bun, coleslaw,  

& potato salad! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sunday, May 31st 

4:00 PM to 5:30 PM 

in CtK Fellowship Hall 

Carry-out available. 

Get a flyer from the glass table to invite a friend. 

Everyone is invited to dine out this summer! 

 

Culture Quest Dinner 

Balaton Hungarian Restaurant 

8564 East Washington St. 

Bainbridge 44023 

(Cash payment only.) 

6:00 PM Wednesday 

June 24th 

 

 

 

AmeriQuest Dinner 

Cowboy Food & Drink 

8686 East Washington St. 

Bainbridge 44023 

6:00 PM Wednesday 

July 1st 

Cover this box with 

the mailing label! 


