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Twelfth Sunday after Pentecost  
August 16th 2026 - 10:00 AM Worship 

 

ELW: Evangelical Lutheran Worship (red hymnal)   WOV: With One Voice (blue hymnal) 
 

WELCOME / ANNOUNCEMENTS  
 

MUSICAL CALL TO WORSHIP   Please sign & pass pew pads.            
  

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

Pastor: Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, whose compassion endures forever. 

People: Amen. 
 

Pastor: Let us confess our sin to God. 

Silence is kept for reflection. 

 

Pastor:  Compassionate God, 

People: we confess to you all our sins. Our burden is heavy, and we cannot 

free ourselves. In your mercy, call us back to you. Your yoke is easy and 

your burden is light. Restore us to dwell in your peace. In Christ’s name 

we pray, Amen. 
 

Pastor: Jesus says, “Come to me, all you who are weary and are carrying heavy 

burdens, and I will give you rest.” In the name of God, Father, ☩ Son, and 

Holy Spirit, your sins are forgiven. Rest in God’s love. 

People: Amen. 

 

OPENING HYMN    “O, for a Thousand Tongues to Sing” Vs. 1, 2, 5, 6 ELW #886 
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GREETING 

Pastor: The grace of Jesus Christ our Savior, the reconciling love of God, and the 

communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.  

People: And also with you. 

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

Pastor: God of all peoples, your arms reach out to embrace all those who call upon 

you. Teach us as disciples of your Son to love the world with compassion 

and constancy, that your name may be known throughout the earth, 

through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

People: Amen. 

 

FIRST READING Isaiah 56:1, 6-8 

 1 Thus says the LORD: 

  Maintain justice, and do what is right, 

 for soon my salvation will come 

  and my deliverance be revealed. 

 6 And the foreigners who join themselves to the LORD, 

  to minister to him, to love the name of the LORD, 

  and to be his servants, 

 all who keep the Sabbath and do not profane it 

  and hold fast my covenant— 

 7 these I will bring to my holy mountain 

  and make them joyful in my house of prayer; 

 their burnt offerings and their sacrifices 

  will be accepted on my altar, 

 for my house shall be called a house of prayer 

  for all peoples. 

 8 Thus says the Lord GOD, 

  who gathers the outcasts of Israel: 

 I will gather others to them 

  besides those already gathered. 
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PSALM   Psalm 67    Read responsively. 

 1 May God be merciful to us and bless us; 

  may the light of God’s face shine upon us. 

 2 Let your way be known upon earth, 

  your saving health among all nations. 

 3 Let the peoples praise you, O God; 

  let all the peoples praise you. 

 4 Let the nations be glad and sing for joy, 

  for you judge the peoples with equity and guide all the nations on 

earth.  

 5 Let the peoples praise you, O God; 

  let all the peoples praise you. 

 6 The earth has brought forth its increase; 

  God, our own God, has blessed us. 

 7 May God give us blessing, 

  and may all the ends of the earth stand in awe.  

 

SECOND READING  Romans 11:1-2a, 29-32 

[Paul writes:] 1 I ask, then, has God rejected his people? By no means! I myself am 

an Israelite, a descendant of Abraham, a member of the tribe of Benjamin. 2a God 

has not rejected his people whom he foreknew. 

  29 For the gifts and the calling of God are irrevocable. 30 Just as you were once 

disobedient to God but have now received mercy because of their disobedience, 
31 so also they have now been disobedient in order that, by the mercy shown to 

you, they also may now receive mercy. 32 For God has imprisoned all in 

disobedience so that he may be merciful to all. 

 

Leader: Holy Wisdom, Holy Word. 

People: Thanks be to God.   
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Pastor:   The Holy Gospel according to Matthew, the 15th chapter 

People:   Glory to you, O Lord. 

 

GOSPEL  Matthew 15:21-28 

  21 Jesus left that place and went away to the district of Tyre and Sidon. 22 Just 

then a Canaanite woman from that region came out and started shouting, “Have 

mercy on me, Lord, Son of David; my daughter is tormented by a demon.” 23 But he 

did not answer her at all. And his disciples came and urged him, saying, “Send her 

away, for she keeps shouting after us.” 24 He answered, “I was sent only to the lost 

sheep of the house of Israel.” 25 But she came and knelt before him, saying, “Lord, 

help me.” 26 He answered, “It is not fair to take the children’s food and throw it to 

the dogs.” 27 She said, “Yes, Lord, yet even the dogs eat the crumbs that fall from 

their masters’ table.” 28 Then Jesus answered her, “Woman, great is your faith! Let 

it be done for you as you wish.” And her daughter was healed from that moment. 

 

Pastor: This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

People: Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE 

 

SERMON                                                                                          Rev. Gale Green   
 

SERMON HYMN            “My Faith Looks Up to Thee”             ELW #759 
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APOSTLES’ CREED    

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.        

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,  

born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate,  

was crucified, died, and was buried; 

he descended to the dead.  

On the third day he rose again; 

he ascended into heaven, 

he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit,  

    the holy catholic church,  

the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins,  

the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

Leader: With bold trust in God’s unfailing provision, we pray for the church, those 

in need, and all of God’s creation. 

A brief silence. 
 

Leader: For believers around the world who stream to your holy mountain, that all 

be united in faith and harmony in the body of Christ. Let your church on 

earth be a witness to the beloved community of your heavenly kingdom. 

Merciful God, 

People: receive our prayer. 

 

Leader: For your wondrous creation, that it thrives and flourishes as you intend. 

Raise up wise stewards to defend the natural world against carelessness and 

destruction. Safeguard endangered species and their habitats (especially). 

Merciful God, 

People: receive our prayer. 
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Leader: For the nations of the world and all in authority, that they heed the cry of 

the outcast and ensure care for the most vulnerable. Give wisdom to leaders 

of countries, congregations, and communities, that they lead and serve 

justly. Merciful God, 

People: receive our prayer. 
 

Leader: For all who are lonely, grieving, or struggling with chronic pain, that they 

find comfort, community, and hope. Send relief to all who struggle with 

illness of any, especially those we name aloud or silently {Pause]…. 

Merciful God, 

People: receive our prayer. 

 

Leader: For this congregation, for visitors and those new to this faith community, 

that all may recognize the presence of Christ in each new face. Draw this 

community together in love and strengthen it in unwavering faith. Merciful 

God, 

People: h receive our prayer. 

Here other intercessions may be offered. 

 

Leader: For the saints before us whose work is done, that their faithful example 

continues to direct your church. May their witness remind us that your gifts 

and calling are irrevocable, whether in life or death. Merciful God, 

People: receive our prayer. 
 

Pastor: Receive our prayers and answer, O God, as you have promised. All this we 

ask in the name of your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. 

People: Amen. 
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SERVICE OF THE WORD FOR HEALING  

Pastor: Gracious God, in baptism you anointed us with the oil of salvation, and 

joined us to the death and resurrection of your Son. Bless all who seek your 

healing presence in their lives. In their suffering draw them more deeply into 

the mystery of your love, that following Christ in the way of the cross, they 

may know the power of his resurrection; who lives and reigns forever and 

ever. 

People: Amen 

 

LAYING ON OF HANDS AND ANOINTING  

Those who wish to receive the laying on of hands and anointing come to the altar 

and, if possible, kneel. The minister lays both hands on each person's head in silence, 

after which she will dip a thumb in the oil and make the sign of the cross on the 

person's forehead.  Return to your seat via the side aisle. 

 

Hymns to sing during anointing:  ELW #581, #612 

 

Pastor: Let us pray. Living God, through the laying on of hands and anointing, grant 

comfort in suffering to all who are in need of healing. When they are afraid, 

give them courage; when afflicted, give them patience; when dejected, give 

them hope; and when alone, assure them of the support of your holy people. 

We ask this through Christ our Lord. 

People: Amen. 

 

Pastor: Almighty God, who is a strong tower to all, to whom all things in heaven 

and on earth bow and obey, be now and evermore your sure defense, and 

help you to know that the name given to us for health and salvation is the 

name of our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ. 

People:  Amen. 
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THE SHARING OF THE PEACE 

Pastor:   The peace of Christ be with you always. 

People:  And also with you. 

You are invited to share a sign of peace with your neighbors. 

 

PRESENTATION OF OFFERINGS  
  

OFFERING PRAYER 

Pastor: Loving God, we offer at your table the gifts of our hearts. Help us take heart 

in you and share freely of your love, so that all creation can taste your 

abundance. We ask this in the name of Jesus, through the Spirit abiding with 

us now and forever. 

People: Amen. 

 

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING              

Pastor:  The Lord be with you. 

People:  And also with you. 
 

Pastor:  Lift up your hearts. 

People:  We lift them to the Lord. 
 

Pastor:  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

People:  It is right to give God thanks and praise. 
 

Pastor:  It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, 

that we should at all times and in all places 

give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, 

through our Savior Jesus Christ; 

who on this day overcame death and the grave, 

and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life. 

And so, with all the choirs of angels, 

with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, 

we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
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Pastor:  You are indeed holy, almighty and merciful God. 

You are most holy,  

and great is the majesty of your glory. 

You so loved the world that you gave your only Son, 

so that everyone who believes in him may not perish 

but have eternal life. 

We give you thanks for his coming into the world 

to fulfill for us your holy will 

and to accomplish all things for our salvation. 

  



 

12 

 

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave 

thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my 

body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, 

saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all 

people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 

For as often as we eat of this bread and drink from this cup, we proclaim the 

Lord's death until he comes. 
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Pastor:  Remembering, therefore, his salutary command, 

his life-giving passion and death, his glorious resurrection and ascension, 

and the promise of his coming again, 

we give thanks to you, O Lord God Almighty, not as we ought but as we are able; 

we ask you mercifully to accept our praise and thanksgiving 

and with your Word and Holy Spirit to bless us, your servants, 

and these your own gifts of bread and wine, 

so that we and all who share in the body and blood of Christ 

may be filled with heavenly blessing and grace,  

and, receiving the forgiveness of sin, may be formed to live as your holy people 

and be given our inheritance with all your saints. 

To you, O God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, 

be all honor and glory in your holy church, now and forever. 

 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 

People: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom 

come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our 

daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who 

trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from 

evil.  For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever 

and ever.  Amen. 

 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION 

Pastor:   Heaven has come near. Come, share in the feast! 
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COMMUNION 

Everyone is welcome to participate in the Sacrament of Holy 

Communion.  If you are able, you are invited to come to the altar 

rail and receive the bread from the pastor and then choose red 

wine or white grape juice from the tray held by the assistant.  

Please tell the pastor if you need a gluten-free wafer. 

  

DISTRIBUTION HYMNS   “One Bread, One Body”          ELW #496 

            “Come to the Table“         ELW #481 

 

POST COMMUNION BLESSING 

 Pastor:  May the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen and 

preserve you. 

People: Amen. 
 

POST-COMMUNION PRAYER 

Pastor: Compassionate God, through the gifts of bread and wine our hearts are 

filled with the abundance of your love. Strengthen us that we, through this 

holy meal, may share your love freely, as you have shared with us. We ask 

this in the name of Jesus, through the Spirit nourishing us now and forever. 

People: Amen. 
 

SENDING HYMN        “Jesus Shall Reign”          ELW #434 

 

BLESSING 

Pastor: Creator, Redeemer, Sustainer, ☩ one God, bless, heal, and hold you today 

and always. 

People:  Amen. 
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DISMISSAL 

Pastor:  What is our mission?  

People: To Shine the Light of Jesus, reflect his unconditional love, and mirror 

his kindness to all people.  AMEN!   
 

Pastor:  Heaven has come near. Go, share the good news! 

People: Thanks be to God.  
 

SENDING MUSIC 
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